
1. [Refused to respond.]
1a. [Refused to respond.]

2. [Refused to respond.]

3. [Refused to respond.]

4. [Refused to respond.]

5.[Refused to respond.]

5a. [Refused to respond. ]

6. [Refused to respond.]

7. [Refused to respond.]

7a. [Refused to respond.]

8. [Refused to respond.]

8a. [Refused to respond.]

8b. [Refused to respond.]

8c. [Refused to respond.]
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Tax rate, spending, fund balance
1. Is Burlington’s tax rate too high, too low, or about right?
1a. At what level (cents per $100 valuation) should the city’s tax
rate be set?

2. What area(s) of city spending do you feel should be consid-
ered for increases or reductions? [50 word limit]

Council terms, elections
3. In some N.C. cities, city council races are held based on
geographic areas or districts, often referred to as “wards,” within
the city. Would you support or oppose a move toward city council
elections based on ward, or district, representation?
4. In some N.C. cities, city council and mayoral candidates run
for office on a partisan basis, rather than, as in Burlington, on a
non-partisan basis.  Would you support or oppose a move to-
ward elections in Burlington based on political party?
5. Would you favor expanding the number of members on the
city council?
5a. If so, to what number?

6. As a non-partisan member of the city council, how much, if at
all, do you believe you should become involved in partisan
elections and/or partisan political issues? [50 word limit]

Policy Issues
7. Some North Carolina cities have adopted ordinances this
year that seek to ban discrimination within their jurisdictions based
on sexual orientation (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer people) in public accommodations and employment.
Does Burlington need such an ordinance?
7a. Would you vote for or against such an ordinance?

8. Some jurisdictions have begun considering whether their
employees should be required to be vaccinated against the
COVID-19 virus.  Would you support or oppose such a require-
ment for municipal employees in Burlington?

8a. Other areas have begun to consider “incentives” (cash bo-
nuses, time off, etc.) to entice their city employees to get vacci-
nated.  Would you support or oppose such “incentives”?

8b. Do you have a particular incentives approach you favor?
[25 word limit]

8c. Are you, yourself, vaccinated against COVID-19?

1. About right
1a. As set.

2.  Increased: Spending could
increase to address the pay
gap of Burlington city workers
and first responders.
Additionally, the city’s purposed
budget dollars for economic
development.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. Add 2 members for a total
of 7.
6. I believe that we should be
addressing the issues that face
our community, As such, I
believe it should be considered
on a case-by-case basis.

 7. Yes.

7a. For.

8. Oppose.

8a. Oppose

8b. No response.

8c. No response.

1. About right.
1a. Can’t say. Rates depend
on changing needs, tax base,
expense cuts, and sales tax
revenue.
2.  Increased: Generally, I be-
lieve in investing in programs
that help all people be success-
ful that would result in reduced
need for future spending in ar-
eas such as the criminal justice
system: new jobs, infrastruc-
ture, sustainable energy, pro-
grams for youth development,
community policing, training
and education, transportation.
Decreased: I have no prede-
termined notions about what
line items should be reduced.
3. Support.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. 7.

6. It is important that I repre-
sent all Burlington residents to
the best of my ability, support-
ing positions on issues, after
thorough research, that I think
are in the best interest of ev-
eryone without regard to politi-
cal party positions, recogniz-
ing that I will not please every-
one on any given issue.

7. Yes.

7a. For.

8. Support. As a healthcare ex-
ecutive, I would follow the rec-
ommendations of the CDC and
mainstream scientists.

8a. Support. Judiciously sup-
port, only if necessary to get
the desired result of herd im-
munity.
8b. No. I would want to see
what has worked in other mu-
nicipalities.

8c. Yes.

1.  About right.
1a. No fixed rate.

2. Increased: The police de-
partment will need additional
funding to add officers to ad-
dress rising crime rates.  How-
ever, I do not feel taxes will
need to be increased to
achieve this goal.  The current
tax rate is adequate to address
the city’s current needs.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. No.

5a. N/A

6. Council members should limit
their involvement to the issues
and needs of the citizens of
Burlington.

7. No.

7a. Against.

8. Oppose.

8a. No response.

8b. No.

8c. Yes.

1. About right.
1a. .593 per $100 property
evaluation

2.  Increased:  Increase invest-
ment in police salaries, skilled
trade workers in water and
sewer and public works.  In-
crease investment in City’s in-
frastructure system.  De-
creased: Possible reduction in
expenditures for private con-
sultant firms.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. 7.

6. This is an individual deci-
sion that elected official need to
make for themselves.  I have
been a non-affiliated voter for
a number of years and do not
get personally involved in par-
tisan elections or politics.

7. No.These laws need to be
passed at the federal and state
levels of government, not lo-
cal.

7a. Not applicable.

8. Oppose. The City needs to
provide the best medical infor-
mation available to its
workforce to to educate them
on the health risks COVID pre-
sents to themselves, their fel-
low employees and their fami-
lies.
8a. Oppose. City employee
benefits include paid earned
sick leave for such medical
needs.
8b.No response.

8c. Yes.

1. About right.
1a. 59.73.

2 Increased: a. Public  Safety
– better wages, improved re-
cruitment and retention of po-
lice officers, and redirect more
of its current budget to essen-
tial services. Economic devel-
opment.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. No.

5a. N/A

6. None. The services that cit-
ies provide are not party affili-
ated.

7. No. I am not in favor of dis-
criminating against anyone or
any grouping of people. The
state needs to address this
topic.
7a. Against.

8. Oppose.

8a.Support – I would strongly
support that city employees get
vaccinated; however, not for
financial gain.
8b. Time off.

8c. Yes.

1. About right.
1a. 59.73.

2. Increased: Infrastructure,
quality affordable housing, re-
vitalization of abandoned prop-
erties, community development,
and encouraging small busi-
ness ownership.  Reduced:
Policing. We spend a lot of
money on policing. I believe
that the city is over-policed al-
ready.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. Not specified.

6. Non-partisan.

7. Yes.

7a. For.

8.N/A .

8a. N/A.

8b. N/A.
0

8c. That’s not your business.

1. About right.
1a. —

2. Increased. Increased in
wages and resources for first
responders, and city employ-
ees.

3. Support.

4. Support.

5. No.

5a. —

6. I believe that the primary fo-
cus should be on addressing
issues faced by the people of
Burlington. Depending on the
issue and circumstance politi-
cal involvement can be both a
benefit or hindrance. My view
is to care for the constituents
over politics.

7. Yes.

7a. For.

8. Oppose.

8a. Oppose.

8b. No response.

8c. No response.

1. About right.
1a. 00.5973

2. Increased. Public safety is a
primary service so I would vote
to “fully fund” police and fund a
new initiative to combat violent
gun crimes such as drive-by
shootings.
Decreased: We should con-
stantly search for ways to save
money and reduce bureau-
cracy and inefficiencies within
budget.  I would reduce con-
sultants and unnecessary stud-
ies and place that money in
service improvement.
3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. No.

 5a. —

6. We should not engage in
partisan political issues as it
could (and has) damaged our
reputation with other municipali-
ties and our state legislative
body.  The city is a service pro-
vider to the taxpayer/citizen
and we should represent our-
selves with political neutrality so
collaboration and cooperation
is welcomed.
7. No - The North Carolina
Equal Employment Practices
Act addresses discrimination.

7a. Against.

8. Oppose.

8a. Support.

8b. Certain incentives such as
paid time off for vaccinations
could help someone financially
concerned but wishes to be
voluntarily vaccinated.

8c. Yes.

1. About right.
1a. 59 cents per $100.

2. I believe the city should in-
crease salaries for first re-
sponders to be competitive with
other jurisdictions and to retain
and attract qualified personnel.
I believe the city should stop
spending money on outside
consultants and on projects that
do not benefit a large number
of people, such as the bicycle
pathway to Elon.

3.  Oppose.

4.  Oppose.

5.  No.

5a. N/A

6.The mayor of Burlington
should not become involved in
partisan politics, either during
the election or while in office.

7. Yes.

7a. It would depend on the lan-
guage of such an ordinance
and whether it adequately ad-
dresses the issue.
8. Oppose.

8a. Support.

8b. No.

8c. Yes.

1. About right.
1a. No response.

2.  Increased: We must con-
tinue to make investments in in-
frastructure specifically in af-
fordable housing, high-speed
data/fiber/5G, economic devel-
opment sites and transporta-
tion. These are critical to de-
veloping and attracting high-
quality jobs to our city.
 Decreased: We must continue
to sunset and reallocate 5-10%
of annual budget to make sure
we remain efficient and effec-
tive stewards of tax dollars.
3. Support.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. 7

6. By statute, the “non-parti-
san” limit only applies to party
affiliation on the voting ballot. I
believe that political parties pro-
vide important organizational
value to our American Democ-
racy and I am a member of
them. At their best, they seek to
ensure good collaborative
conversation and representa-
tion for marginalized voters.
7. Yes.

7a. For.

8. Support.

8a. Oppose.

8b. Vaccinations protect pro-
ductivity and reduce the
chance of an employee being
hospitalized. I favor only cov-
ering Covid medical costs for
vaccinated employees as an
incentive.
8c. Yes.

Mayoral candidates (Voters may select one) City council candidates (Voters may select two)
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9. Support.

9a. Support.

9b.
I would support Opportunity
Zones tax benefits, as well as
tax incentives for businesses
that would invest in long term
community development with
the city of Burlington and its
residents.

10. The bus system is
successful to the point that we
should continue its operation
however, the system
management and financial
sourcing should be reviewed
for long-term utilization.

10a. Federal tax dollars play
into the financing, however, at
some point, the city of
Burlington will have to impose
a tax or charge a fare.

11.  I believe that the city is
already using proper
resources to address the rates.

11a. No.
11b.No.

12. Judging from the Burlington
of the past, we have grown into
a very diverse community that
does not experience the same
level of race issues that other
communities in North Carolina
face.

9. [Refused to respond.]

9a. [Refused to respond.]

9b. [Refused to respond.]

10. [Refused to respond.]

10a. [Refused to respond.]

11. [Refused to respond.]

11a. [Refused to respond.]
11b. [Refused to respond.]

12. [Refused to respond.]

9. Support.

9a. Support.

9b. Infrastructure (water,
sewer, etc.).

10. Public transportation is a
humanitarian need that pro-
vides citizens of Burlington ac-
cess to employment, medical,
and other community re-
sources.

10a. Public transportation can
generate jobs and enable eco-
nomic growth but will never be
sustainable and will need to
without being subsidized.

11. The city can offer infrastruc-
ture incentives to projects.

11a. No response.
11b. No response.

12. The citizens and leaders of
Burlington have always
worked hard to have a unified
community.

9. Support. As county commis-
sioner, I supported economic
incentives to attract thousands
of good paying jobs.
9a. Support. Judiciously sup-
port, if it means expanding
good-paying jobs and increas-
ing the tax base.
9b. The incentives used by the
county commissioners: reim-
bursing qualified companies a
fraction of their capital invest-
ments in new assets over a 3-
5 year period that are less than
the taxes they pay on the value
of those assets, provided that
additional jobs are created and
new job targets are met.

10. Link Transit has been a
successful and important lifeline
for people to get to work,
school, or shopping centers
who cannot own or drive their
own vehicles due to issues of
affordability, mental and physi-
cal health, or disabilities.

10a. I have no delusions that
the bus system will be finan-
cially self-sustaining any more
than other city services are. We
all benefit from public transpor-
tation.

11. Create more jobs with liv-
ing wages. Partner with Com-
munity Housing Development
Organizations, Habitat for Hu-
manity, and Community Land
Trusts. Expand the number of
Burlington Housing Authority
units. Incentivize apartment
developers to add affordable
units. Acquire and rehabilitate
abandoned properties for af-
fordable housing use.  Bolster
code enforcement for run-
down rental properties.
11a. Yes.
11b. No.  Federal “Home” dol-
lars and Community Develop-
ment Block Grants are avail-
able to address affordable
housing issues.
12. There is room for improve-
ment.

9. Support.

9a. Support.

9b. Incentives based on %
projected tax base growth re-
sulting from new construction
and/or renovation of existing
facility, the number and salary
expectation for new jobs being
created and projected in-
creased revenues to be real-
ized by City water and sewer
fees due to volumes of use.

10. Utilization of Link Transit
has increased on an annual
basis.  Sidewalks connecting
to bus stops have increased
Link Transit use while provid-
ing pedestrians with access to
other services in the commu-
nity.

10a. Federal funds cover 84%
of Link Transit operation and
capital costs for fiscal year
2021-2022.  City contributes
$448,680 with $203,975 of that
funding being collected via
transit vehicle tax.

11. Utilize federal allocated
funds such as Community De-
velopment Block Grant funds
and Home Funds to partner
with approved private devel-
opers for construction, opera-
tion and maintenance of mini-
mum housing projects.

11a. Yes.
11b. No.

12. Race relations require
consistent communication be-
tween all parties.  The city’s
community engagement staff
working with city department
leaders and city council mem-
bers must continue to focus on
creating an open dialogue
throughout the City.

9.Neutral

9a. Neutral.

9b. I would look more closely
at the benefit or non-benefit of
opportunity zones to improve
the quality of life for all persons.

10. It’s not perfect, but what is?
I have ridden the bus, and it’s
probably time to reevaluate the
bus stops and whether it de-
creases food insecurity.

10a. I think we have to re-
evaluate that for efficiency.

11.See answer to Question 2.

11. a. No response.
11. b. No response.

12. The racial climate in
Burlington is no different than it
is in the United States right
now.

9. Support.

 9a. Support.

 9b. I would support business
tax incentives that would help
maintain long-term business
growth and community devel-
opment. I would also support
private-public partnerships that
would bring in new industries
and developments to our
community.

10. If the system supports even
a small portion of our commu-
nity I would continue to sup-
port its operation.

10a. We would have to use
State of Federal programs or
increase taxes to maintain a
no fare system.

11. Working to establish pri-
vate-public programs that help
benefit both individuals as well
as create good business mod-
els for those in the private sec-
tor.

11a. No.
11b. No.

12. I believe that Burlington as
a community must come to-
gether across racial issues. As
I speak to members of the com-
munity this feeling is echoed,
however the rhetoric from the
federal level has created
“race” as an issue in our com-
munities but does not look to-
wards solutions of bringing
people together.

9. Support.

 9a. Support.

9b. I support incentives that
create value such as revenue
growth, additional jobs, and
better wages.  Incentives
should be in the form of tax
abatements when using local
taxpayer dollars.  Grants and
other funding mechanisms from
state and federal sources could
have broader usage and
should be the primary source.

10. Link Transit has been very
successful as a basic-needs,
fixed route service.  Ridership
has been strong since the in-
ception (2 routes at full capac-
ity).  The need for transporta-
tion is critical to certain sectors
(specifically single mothers)
and nearly all of the expense
is covered by Federal and
State monies.

10a. Link Transit was structured
on a contractual basis providing
a very clear exit strategy should
Federal and State funding end.
Currently nearly all expense is
covered by State and Federal
grants.  This revenue stream
looks to be very stable moving
forward so financially I see no
concerns.
11. We should focus on P3
(Public, Private, Partnership)
initiatives to address affordable
housing needs.  Allied
Churches has worked on a
model utilizing private sector
investors to address the mat-
ter.  Rather than invest city
dollars to subordinate this ef-
fort I would support Unified
Development Ordinance ad-
justments to encourage private
sector participation.

11a. No.
11b. No.

12. There are many areas of
the city that need continuous
improvement and racial issues
are no different.  Overall, we
have many positive attributes,
more so than most other mu-
nicipalities.  From policing to
community outreach efforts, we
are always working to create
a United Burlington where ra-
cial matters are concerned.

9. Support.

9a. Support.

9b. Cash investments, rev-
enue-neutral, # of jobs, taxes
generated, and average in-
come.

10. Successful, monies that are
attached (grants), salaries,
sidewalks (1 mile - on either
side). Industries looking to re-
locate - want public transpor-
tation.

10a. Federal matching funds
cover 50% of the annual op-
erating expenses and 50% of
the cost of the buses and equip-
ment. In today’s world, it is nec-
essary.

11. P3 Initiative, and Public/
Private Partnerships.

11a. No.
11b. No, property taxes should
not be used to build affordable
housing; look to grants, federal
programs, and private organi-
zations.
12. Improvement can take
place in all areas. Overall,
Burlington is much more stable
than others.

9. Support.

 9a  Oppose.

  9b. It is too speculative to ad-
vocate an incentive without
knowing the business.

10. Based on what I have
seen, the bus system does not
appear to be widely used.

10a  I am not certain that the
bus system is financially sus-
tainable as it is presently orga-
nized.

11.  I believe the city should
use its regulatory power to re-
duce the costs to builders that
are within the city’s control and
to offer incentives to builders to
construct affordable housing
where it is needed.

11a  No.
11b  No.

12. In many respects,
Burlington remains a segre-
gated city and residents of East
Burlington believe they are
being ignored and not ad-
equately served by the city.

9. In general, do you support or oppose using taxpayer money
as an incentive to attract industry to Burlington?

9a. In general, do you support or oppose using taxpayer money
as an incentive to keep existing industries in Burlington?

9b. If support (for either #9 or 9a), what types of incentive(s)
would you advocate? [50 words or less]

10. How do you assess the operation of Burlington’s bus sys-
tem?  [50 word limit]

10a.  Specifically, how is the bus system going to be financially
sustainable in the long term, especially now that there are no
fares being charged? [25 word limit]

11. What, if anything, can the city do to encourage “affordable
housing”? [50-word limit]

11a./b. Are you willing to (a.) spend city tax dollars and, if neces-
sary, (b.) raise property taxes, in order to have the city more
involved in the issue?

12. How do you assess Burlington’s racial climate/race rela-
tions? [50-word limit]

9. Support.

9a. Support.

 9b. I support a broad, inno-
vative, and flexible range of
incentives, grants, and gap
funding options that enable our
community to compete for new
business, support existing
businesses, and meet the
unique needs of small and
medium sized start-up compa-
nies. The companies that start
here invest the most in our
community.
10. The Link Transit bus sys-
tem continues to exceed rider-
ship expectations compared to
similarly sized systems. The
addition of later hours, fare
free, and Saturday service will
increased ridership and ex-
pand the system’s economic
development impact. Link
Transit was a critical part of
multiple new business devel-
opments.
10a. The economic impact of
Link Transit is measured in
jobs, business investment, and
human productivity. It helps put
people back to work in our
community.

11. Affordable housing begins
with basic supply and demand.
We must ensure and
incentivize more housing at all
affordability levels is con-
structed rapidly in our com-
munity by the private sector.
Without enough housing sup-
ply, demand will continue to
drive up prices and force
people out of their homes.

11a. Yes.
11b. No.

12. Burlington’s marginalized
residents and neighborhoods
have suffered neglect by pre-
vious city councils and man-
agers including some current
city council members. The
community development work
of my past 3 terms has begun
to rebuild and repair that dam-
age and relations. Transpar-
ent, inclusive, and represen-
tative democracy is critical to
this work.

(See ELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE , PAGE 7)
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12a. City Charter changes
expanding the council to seven
members and creating 3 wards
will improve the representation
of our marginalized residents.
Real representation and power
to shape decisions within our
city is the only way to drive full
economic prosperity and rep-
resentation where all residents
can reach their full potential.
13. The same.

14. I am very concerned about
crime in our community and
during my 6 years I have in-
creased police funding to ex-
pand their ability to address it.
BPD continues to exceed na-
tional averages in their rates of
solving violent crimes thanks to
the cooperation of our resi-
dents.

15. Lack of opportunity and
hopelessness for the youth of
our city drive movement to-
wards gangs. Connecting
them to opportunities solves this
at the root cause.
16. Our BPD has built strong
relationships of trust and collabo-
ration with black community lead-
ers. Patrol officer presence is only
a Band-Aid on crime, real
progress comes from support-
ing the work of these leaders in
areas of housing, health, family
support, job training and pro-
grams that restore hope and
opportunity.
17. Oppose.

18. Yes.

 18a. Our department operates
within the scope of the law to
assist as needed while ensur-
ing the right of all people to due
process and protection.

19. The CPAT is critical to en-
suring accountability and inno-
vation within BPD. It ensures
BPD will remain one of the best
PDs in the nation.

20. I disagree with our city
council’s desire to move at a bu-
reaucratically slow pace. Eco-
nomic trends have given us the
opportunity to make crucial in-
vestments in our city that will drive
prosperity if we are brave and
decisive enough to act. Jim But-
ler and Harold Owen are not
brave enough.

 12a.  The primary policies that
should be changed  are those
that shift the city’s focus on de-
velopment from West
Burlington to all of Burlington,
including East Burlington, and
especially with respect to po-
lice protection and basic ser-
vices, such as grocery stores
and medical clinics.

13.  More.

14.  Burlington’s crime rate,
especially shootings and prop-
erty crimes.  Burlington police
are responding as well as they
can since the department is
very short-staffed at present.

15. Restoring East Burlington’s
economic viability, and putting
young people to work in high-
paying jobs would go a long
way to reducing gang activity.

16.  East Burlington does not
have an adequate police pres-
ence.

17.  Support.

18.   Yes.

  18a. Burlington has an obli-
gation to uphold federal law
and to support federal law en-
forcement.

19.  I believe the advisory team
can foster better relations be-
tween the police and citizens.

20.  My strongest disagreement
with the city is with the city’s
decision to support the Maple
Avenue project.  The city
should shift its focus to North
Church Street instead.

12a. The city should always
be engaged in community out-
reach initiatives to determine
any racial climate/race rela-
tions policy that may need to
be changed or improved.  The
recent creation of CPAT is just
one example of how commu-
nity engagement is working in
Burlington.

13. More.

14. We must support our po-
lice and stand behind them in
their effort to enforce the law.
We should create an Intelli-
gence Led Policing team to
tackle violent gun crimes.  You
cannot have economic success
with a crime infested environ-
ment.  Strong leadership from
city hall supporting our police
is critical.

15. The city should continue
programs such as Connecting
Burlington Communities (CBC)
as well as the Alamance County
Gang Crimes Task Force to
deal with gang activity.
16. Community Policing efforts
have improved police patrol
presence in East Burlington.
The bigger problem is to have
adequate policing staff to cre-
ate a more consistent pres-
ence.  We should fully fund our
police department so they have
a larger and more stable pres-
ence in high crime areas.

17. Support.

18. Yes.

18a. If someone is in the coun-
try illegally, is arrested, and is
wanted by federal ICE authori-
ties, we are bound by law to
turn those criminals over to ICE.

19. Broad community represen-
tation sharing experiences and
ideas will create dialogue and
collaboration for improvement.
CPAT is a good platform to pro-
vide feedback to Burlington PD.

20. The city spent money creat-
ing a study to improve the Maple
Avenue Corridor.  We did not
have the full support of all stake-
holders before attempting to se-
cure a federal grant to fund some
of the project.  It’s a $50 million
(est) project with more questions
than answers.

12a. We should have in-
creased programs that encour-
age police-community relation-
ship building and outreach.

13. More.

14. Burlington’s crime rate is
over 100% of the national av-
erage and must be addressed.
I believe that our law enforce-
ment is trying their best to ad-
dress all crime across the city,
however, we must make sure
they have the proper person-
nel and resources to address
these high crime rates.

15. We should be supporting
police-community out-reach
and engagement to help build
relationships and prevent the
growth of gang participation,

16. I believe that outreach
within the communities by our
law enforcement officers had
begun to take place. However,
it is critical for success that there
is outreach towards community
unity by all parties involved.

17. Support.

18. Yes.

 18a. All agencies, on a local,
state, and federal level should
be working together to main-
tain and enforce the rule of law.

19. We must be sure that the city
council and all elected officials are
transparent and accountable for
the actions taken by the advisory
team and not pass responsibility
onto unelected officials.

20. My strongest disagreement
with the city council is the lack
of increased wages for all city
employees, law enforcement
officers, and first responders.
Due to the lack of increase in
wages, we have lost a num-
ber of valuable personnel to
other surrounding cities.

12a. Currently I am a member
of the Alamance County Racial
Equity Collaborative, and we
are discussing ways in which
the whole county may address
racial equity.

13. See answer to Question 2.

14. That is a loaded question
because it specifies the east
side of the city, and I will not
answer that.

15. The city has nothing in
place that is effective against
gangs. If there’s gang activity,
whatever is going on is not ef-
fective.

16. There is a difference be-
tween law enforcement and
policing. More policing of black
communities is not the answer
for reducing crime or public
safety.

17. The questions about East
Burlington in this questionnaire
are loaded and not construc-
tive.

18. No.

18a. The city does not currently
do that anyway.

19. I submitted a proposal for
that in June of last year and
was in a conversation about it
for several months prior to that.

20. N/A.

12a. What, if any, city policies should be changed or adopted to
improve the racial climate/race relations in the city? [50 word limit]

Law Enforcement
13. In general, do you support more, the same, or less funding
for Burlington’s police department?
14. Some citizens continue to express concerns about the
shootings, especially on the east side of the city.   What is your
own assessment of Burlington’s crime rate and trends, and how
well Burlington’s police are responding to the shootings? [50
word limit]

15. What, if anything, should the city do to reduce the threat of
gangs, and the graffiti they paint in some areas of the city?  [25-
word limit]

16.  In the past, some of Burlington’s black leaders and black
pastors have expressed concerns about what they have consid-
ered to be an inadequate police patrol presence in east Burlington.
Give your assessment of the current status of policing and police
relationships in black communities of the city. [50 word limit]

17. Sheriff Terry Johnson has suggested that Burlington should
consider establishing a police sub-station on the east side of the
city, and he has volunteered that he would contribute two depu-
ties to being a part of the staffing there.  Would you support or
oppose the idea of the city establishing a police sub-station in east
Burlington?
18. Should Burlington cooperate with, and recognize detainers
for, illegal immigrants who are arrested by Burlington police and
wanted by federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)?
18a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

19. What, if anything, do you feel can/will be accomplished by the
community police advisory team established by the city council?
[25-word limit]

20. What is your area of strongest disagreement with action(s)
taken by the city council in the past 2-5 years? [50 word limit]

12a. I believe no community,
no citizen, no group, no
individual, not a single soul
should be left behind, in any
manner. That means taking on
the tough issues and, address
the lack of transparency,
forward-looking announce-
ments, and information coming
out of the offices of the mayor,
city council, and city manager.
13. More.

14. Burlington’s crime rate has
steadily ticked upward since
around 2012. Currently,
Burlington’s crime rate is
approximately 120% higher
than the entire U.S. average.
The previous police chief
submitted his letter of
resignation this past February,
and Burlington is still without a
chief of police. Their shooting
response has been excellent.
15. I believe that addressing
the gang violence in areas of
Burlington must be done
through both community
engagement and outreach.

16. I think our current policing
status is adequate. However,
law enforcement and
community relationships have
been damaged due to national
anti-police rhetoric.

17. Support.

18. Yes.

18a. Local, State, and Federal
agencies should always work
together and be accountable
to each other.

19. The number one thing they
can accomplish is improving
community and police relations

20. My largest disagreement,
with the city council as a whole,
is the constant lack of resources
towards economic develop-
ment and rezoning, as well as
putting police-community
relations issues onto the city
manager and not taking
accountability for those issues.

12a. [Refused to respond.]

13. [Refused to respond.]

14. [Refused to respond.]

15. [Refused to respond.]

16. [Refused to respond.]

17. [Refused to respond.]

18. [Refused to respond.]

18a. [Refused to respond.]

19. [Refused to respond.]

20. [Refused to respond.]

12a.  The demographic profile
of city staff and boards should
resemble the demographic
profile of the community.  I am a
strong proponent of racial eq-
uity training for all who serve
the public.  We should estab-
lish a racial equity advisory
committee similar to what
Mebane established.

13. The same.

14. We should examine the root
causes of crime, such as pov-
erty, unemployment, homeless-
ness, substance use disorders,
lack of re-entry assistance for
those formerly incarcerated, etc.
and work to address those is-
sues. We should listen to the
people closest to these shootings
and issues for possible solutions.
Increase community policing ef-
forts.
15. Meaningful employment op-
portunities with living wages for
gang members can reduce their
threats as demonstrated by TRU
Colors, Wilmington, NC, high-
lighted at a Chamber retreat.
16. We should listen to the
people closest to the issues
surrounding law enforcement
matters in east Burlington, es-
pecially Black leaders and pas-
tors.  I don’t have an assess-
ment at this time.

17. Can’t answer.  I would want
to know the wishes of the com-
munity and pros/cons.

18. No.

18a. We need federal immigra-
tion reform that makes being
documented easier. Local po-
lice need to gain the trust of our
immigrant communities to fur-
ther public safety.
19. Better communications and
understanding of issues be-
tween the community and law
enforcement. Better law en-
forcement policies and prac-
tices that further promote racial
equity and fairness.
20. The city should have been
more proactive in using its au-
thority in the disposition of the
Western Electric plant, especially
with respect to environmental jus-
tice issues with neighboring resi-
dences. The study conducted
regarding potential use of the
property was a good step.

12a. The city’s policies continu-
ously evolve to improve racial
equality and will continue to do
so.

13. More.

14.  The Burlington Police De-
partment continuously asses
the crime trends in East
Burlington and throughout the
city. The efforts will enable them
to be more proactive. Investi-
gations into the shootings are
ongoing, and arrests were
made in the recent shootings.

15. I am a huge advocate of
youth programs in our commu-
nity. Every young person led to
a youth group will be one less
young person initiated into a
gang or participating in graffiti.
16. The assignment of patrol
units is equal across the city.
The interaction of the police de-
partment with the black com-
munities reamins strong and
positive as they continue to
work together.

17. Support.

18. No.

18a. This should remain a
function of the sheriff’s office.
They have personnel trained
to handle this procedure.

19. Anytime a program joins the
police department with its citi-
zens, it builds a positive rap-
port.

20. The proposed $47 million
Maple Avenue project sounds
excessive, considering it will only
include 2.7 miles of the city. With
$23 million coming from the city.
Before we begin beautification,
we need to clean up the run-
down hotels that probably do not
meet city code. In other words,
work inside out.

12a.  Increased emphasis on
attracting minority citizens to
become more involved in city
government.  Individuals ap-
plying for open positions on the
city advisory boards should be
encouraged.

13. More.

14. The recent increase in
shootings in East Burlington is
alarming.  Individuals involved
in these shooting are normally
between 16 to 23 years of age.
Police response time to those
shootings average 2 to 3 min-
utes.  Property crimes through-
out the City have increased
specifically during the pan-
demic.

15. Continue to partner with
federal, state and local law en-
forcement authorities to identify
gang members to obtain evi-
dence to make arrests.

16. A combination of increased
number of police calls and not
having a fully staffed police
department  has only increased
the challenge of adequate po-
lice patrol not only in East
Burlington but throughout the
city.

17. Support.

18. Yes.

18a.All individuals arrested by
Burlington police are taken to the
Sheriff’s Department for process-
ing. The ICE staff is located at
that facility and has the right to be
involved in that process.
19.Improved communication
and education on Police De-
partment operations.

20. While there have been dif-
fering opinions from council
members, council have
worked together requesting
information from the public and
city staff prior to taking action
on items of business.

12a. Improved communica-
tions, focus on a united
Burlington, collaboration, and
neighborhood meetings.

13. More.

14. Intelligence-led policing to
help with gun violence. City
council should support the in-
centive.

15. To form a countywide gang
task force – with all law enforce-
ment in Alamance County par-
ticipating.

16. Community policing – dedi-
cated officers working within the
community (full-time). Purpose:
gain trust.

17. Support.

18. Yes.

18a. Yes, if arrested and illegal
and determined to be illegal.
Breaking the law requires con-
sequences.

19. Communication and col-
laboration.

20. The adoption of the UDO
without ongoing dialogue with
the stakeholders.
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