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ParkerTax rate, fund balance

1. Is Mebane’s tax rate too high, too low, or about right?
2. At what level (cents per $100 valuation) should the city’s
tax rate be set?
3. State law requires at least 8 percent of a municipality’s
budget be set aside in savings, or its “fund balance”;
Mebane has had about 66.35 percent, or enough to run
the city for about 2/3’s of the year.  Is Mebane’s level too
high, about right, or too low?
3a. Are Mebane’s taxpayers being ‘‘overtaxed’’ by the
city’s property tax rate in order to keep a large level of
savings in the ‘‘fund balance’’?
4. What area(s) of city spending do you feel should be
increased or decreased? [50 word limit]

City council compensation/benefits; city employee
benefits and policy
5. Mebane city councilmen now receive $750.00  per month
($9,000 annually), and the mayor $791.67 per month (roughly
$9,500 annually) as compensation for their service on the city
council.  Are those amounts adequate and fair?
5a. Would you vote to increase this amounts during your
term or keep them the same?
5b. If raise, by how much, or to what level?
6. Some local governments have begun providing, at tax-
payer expense, health insurance to members of their
elected city councils.  Would you support or oppose any
attempt to provide such a benefit to members of Mebane’s
city council? [25 word limit]
7. What confidence can Mebane voters have that you will
avoid any financial conflict of interest, or even the appear-
ance of a conflict of interest, if you are serving on the
council during the next four years? [50 word limit]

8. As a non-partisan council member, how much should
you become involved in partisan elections and/or partisan
political issues? [50 word limit]

8a.  Conversely, how involved should political parties be
in supporting or working for city council candidates in what
are, at least ostensibly, non-partisan races? [50 word limit]

8b. In some N.C. cities, city council and mayoral candidates
run for office on a partisan basis, rather than, as in Mebane,
on a non-partisan basis.  Would you support or oppose a
move toward elections in Mebane based on political party?
9. Some cities have begun to look at ways of curbing
future municipal employee and retiree expenses. Mebane
not only has not taken action to do so, but during 2019
added an additional retirement benefit for some firemen.
What, if any,  changes should be made in the city’s benefits
or retirement packages in order to curb expenditures over
the coming years?  [50 word limit]

10. Some jurisdictions have begun considering whether
their employees should be required to be vaccinated
against the COVID-19 virus.  Would you support or op-
pose such a requirement for municipal employees in
Mebane?
10a. Other areas have begun to consider “incentives”
(cash bonuses, time off, etc.) to entice their city employees
to get vaccinated.  Would you support or oppose such
“incentives”?
10b. Do you have a particular incentives approach you
favor? [25 word limit]

10c. Are you, yourself, vaccinated against COVID-19?
City policies/spending priorities
11. Explain your position on the feasibility and potential
taxpayer cost for Mebane’s participation in bus service,
park-and-ride lots, regional mass transit, etc.  [50 word
limit]

11.a, b, c, d.  In 2014, Burlington’s city council made a
number of overtures seeking Mebane’s participation, and
financial contributions toward, a bus service that city was
starting (and which subsequently did begin in 2016).  The
amounts sought from Mebane varied from $88,600 (in
February 2014) to $176,000 (in July 2014, based on
other towns and cities opting out of participation). Please
outline whether you would support either of these amounts
(or potentially something in between, or even greater, if
necessary):
11a.  $176,000
11b.  $88,600
11c.  Some amount in between $88,600 to $176,000
11d.  More than $176,000, if necessary.
11e. Are you prepared to vote for property tax increases,
or institute a license tag fee or other fee, in order to initiate
public transportation, such as a bus service, in Mebane?

12. There has also been discussion about whether
Mebane should initiate its own intra-city bus service.  What
are your views on that possibility and your and willing-
ness to finance it with city tax dollars? [50 word limit]

Montreena
Hadley

Questionnaire for Candidates for Mebane City Council (voters may select three)

1. About right.
2. .4700.

3. About right.

3a. No.

4.Increased: When we take
ownership of our city and
its finances, having savings
allows us to save for things
that may come up: i.e. man-
or God-made disasters,
support for current employ-
ees, showcases financial
strength, and creates room
for additional services. No
one has ever said – “that’s
too much savings”.
5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. n/a.
6. Oppose. Serving the city
is not a primary function or
employer for elected offi-
cials.

7. Transparency is key.
Currently, I am transparent
with my employer in my
function as a candidate. As
an HR Manager, I am to
uphold ethical standards
and have maintained and
will continue to maintain their
trust and confidence.

8. While this is a non-parti-
san race, it is public knowl-
edge that I represent the
NCGOP as the Chairman
of the Hispanic Republican
Coalition and Chairman for
Republican National His-
panic Assembly of North
Carolina. However, I would
want residents to see me as
a father, husband, entre-
preneur, and resident of
Mebane.
8a. Naturally, people have
ideals that, at times, coincide
with a certain party. The
democratic process main-
tains its validity by support-
ing diversity in thought and
supporting the election pro-
cess, including the cam-
paign process.
8b. Oppose.

9. While I can understand the
desire to make adjustments
in benefits, current job mar-
ket requires theCity to main-
tain its attractiveness and
maintain its desirability as an
employer. Additionally, as an
HR professional, it is common
practice to continue to add
benefits and perks in order
attract quality and long-stand-
ing employees.
10. Oppose.

10a. Oppose.

10b. Make the vaccine
available, if desired. How-
ever, not mandated by the
City.

10c. No response.

11. Public transportation
has an unfair stigma at-
tached to it. However, when
the City of Mebane resi-
dents find access to other
areas without using their
vehicles and enjoying the
day out in the town, it will
continue to promote mass
transit in a positive light.

11. a-d No response.

11e. No, I am not prepared.
I need more information.

12. I would request a feasi-
bility study. We are not that
big of a city to host our own
intra-city bus service. How-
ever, I would hope that we
can look at how we can
support the elderly in get-
ting around the City.

1. About right.
2. .47.

3. About right.

  3a. No.

4. Increased: If the planned
federal funding falls through
for the water/sewer im-
provements, we’ll need to
increase spending here.
This is unlikely since half of
the funds have already
been received.
Decreased: n/a – This
year’s budget appears pru-
dent and necessary regard-
ing all spending allocations.
5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. n/a
6. Oppose.  This is not a
fulltime position.

7. I welcome discussion with
anyone concerned and
give my word to be trans-
parent with Mebane citi-
zens.  We also have excel-
lent legal counsel, Lawson
Brown, on staff who I will
check in with if I have con-
cerns that there may be a
conflict of interest.
8. I do not intend to become
involved in partisan elec-
tions or issues as an elected
councilwoman.  Like most
people, I have my own
opinions on partisan politics
on the state and federal lev-
els, however, city council is
a non-partisan position and
I intend to keep it that way.

  8a. That is up to each can-
didate to decide for them-
selves.

8b. Oppose.

9. Cutting benefits leads to
higher employee turnover
and wastes tax dollars
onboarding/training new
hires who don’t stick around.
Further, higher turnover hurts
morale and the organizational
culture.  I fully support our
current benefits and retire-
ment structure, especially
during a time of employee
shortages everywhere.
10. Support.

10a. Support.

10b. I favor a day off after the
second shot and a nominal
cash bonus (approx. $100).
I prefer incentives over man-
dates as a first step.
10c. Yes.

11. My position largely de-
pends on the projected
needs to be addressed and
the community support for
increased transit options.

11a. Yes.
11b. Yes.
11c. Yes.
 11d. No. Would have to be
very compelling need.
11e. Yes – If community sup-
port was great.

12. It would depend on a
number of factors.  Which
needs would be  addressed?
How does the community feel
about implementing such a
system?  I would support a
program, for example, that
enables our aging citizens
safe transit and, hopefully,
more time to live indepen-
dently if desired.

1. About right.
2. Agree with current level.

3. About right.

3a. No.

4. Increased: Planning for
the new police station.

Decreased:  —

5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. —
6. Oppose.

7. 100% Confidence.

8. As a council member, I
will function independently
from partisan politics.

8a. That is a question for
the political parties.

8b. No opinion.

9. No, because that is one
way to attract quality em-
ployees.

10. Support, but there are
exceptions due to medical
or religious reasons.

10a. Oppose.

10b. No.

10c. Yes.

11. No response.

11 a-e  -  I’ll need further
information before taking a
position on this issue.

12. Van service might be a
more affordable option to
consider.

1. About right.
2. —

3. About right.

3a. No.

4. —

5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. —
6. Oppose.

7. I am retired. I do not or
will not have any conflict of
interest.

8. As long as it doesn’t in-
terfere with council. How-
ever, should not hold politi-
cal office.

8a. —

8b. Support.

9. Need more study.

10. Oppose.

10a. Oppose.

10b. —

10c. Yes.

11. No response.

11a. No.
11b. No.
11c. No.
11d. No.
11e. No.

12. Mebane cannot afford
a bus service.

1. About right.
2.  47.

3. About right.

3a. No.

4. Increased: As the city
grows, the needs of fire,
police and other essential
infrastructure will need to
increase. We must keep a
close eye on this.

Decreased: —

5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. —
6. Oppose.

7. I am committed to avoid-
ing any conflict of interest
and prioritizing the interests
of the citizens of Mebane.

8. Council members are
welcome to have their own
personal political beliefs, but
the city‘s interests should be
the only priority while ex-
ecuting city council respon-
sibilities.

8a. Political party involve-
ment should focus on local
issues that are pertinent to
the City of Mebane.

8b. Oppose.

9. We need to have the right
benefits package to attract
the very best talent, while
being financially respon-
sible.

10. Oppose.

10a. No response.

10b. No response.

10c. Yes.

11. We need to weigh the
costs and the benefits, with
consideration for those for
whom transportation is a
huge challenge for work
and health.

11. a-e  - I am willing to con-
sider a proposal and study
its impact and benefits and
whether it is a viable pro-
gram that will add value to
the City as a whole and es-
pecially to any under-
served communities.
12. This is a worthwhile
topic of discussion and
evaluation.

1. About right
2. Based on Need, @ 46 –
49
3. About right (actually it
dropped to around 44% this
year)

  3a. No.

4.  Increased: Infrastructure
needs are continuing to
grow, primarily streets and
paving, so there is a need
for more there, but overall
the balance is good.
Decreased: Unnecessary
land purchases

5. Yes.

5a. Keep the same.

5b. —
6. Oppose.

7. I’ve always recused my-
self anytime an issue directly
affected me, so my years on
Council would defend that.
I have a home, other than
that no investment in busi-
ness or property in Mebane
to profit from.

8. Partisan politics have no
place in Mebane city coun-
cil decisions, nor do parti-
san issues. Any involve-
ment in party activities
should be completely sepa-
rate from council discussions
and decisions, as well as
campaign for council.

8a. I think no direct involve-
ment. The positions are
non-partisan for a good
reason. I do not take contri-
butions or assistant from
Party.

8b. Oppose.

9. A quality work force is
critical to quality service.
While I think benefits have
to be monitored over the
years, right now I do not
believe there is a need to
curb Mebane employee
benefits.

10. Support.

10a. Support.

10b. An additional Vacation
Day or sick leave day.

10c. Yes.

11. I think Mebane should
support the use of these
services by providing or
partnering with existing
parking lots, advertising,
etc., but I feel justification for
funding of mass transit
needs more study in terms
of fairness and equity be-
fore any commitment.

11a. No.
11b. No.
11c. No.
11d. No.
11e. No.

12. A trolley or similar ser-
vice that could be supported
by fares or business part-
nerships, but not tax dollars
without some sort of refer-
endum.

(See MEBANE QUESTIONNAIRE, PAGE 6)
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 13. Support. If a local gov-
ernment gets out of the in-
centive business, they limit
their attractiveness to in-
dustry that produces jobs.
While we can and have at-
tracted some industry with-
out incentives, it removes
you from consideration on
most.
13a. I only support incen-
tives that produce full pay-
back within a reasonable
time (3 – 5 years routinely),
and in-kind incentives such
as waiving fees are pref-
erable to cash payments.

13b. Mebane’s incentives
show a financial return dur-
ing a 3 – 5 year time frame
consistently. The success of
jobs which have been cre-
ated makes shutting incen-
tives unwise, as long as the
return is in just a few years.
In addition industry tax ben-
efit versus cost long-term
outweighs residential.
14. No. Maybe I would
support Mebane
partnering with the YMCA,
existing fitness companies
and gyms, or pools, for
services the City does not
provide or cannot provide
at a reasonable cost, if
MEBANE Citizens get the
benefit of its use free or at
equitably reduced prices.
14a. I think the philosophy
of the YMCA should and
could be carried forward in
discussion to any privately-
owned fitness company,
and any decision should
be fair. I do not think the city
should put itself into a com-
petition with any privately
owned business by part-
nership or not, unless the
business is not open to
anyone.

15. Support. But not at the
original cost proposed of $4
million.

15a. No.

16a. Adequately funded.
16b. Adequately funded.
16c. Adequately funded.
16d. Adequately funded.

17. a-d. No For all - Only if
funding could not be found
from other sources and
cuts.

18.

1. d.

2. l.

3. e.

4. f.
5. b.
19.
1. –
2. l.
3. e.
4. f.
5.–
20. Support.

20a. Our citizens pay it
wherever they go. Use it
for Community Arts and
Tourism.

13. Support.

13a. I agree with the incen-
tives we’re currently using
including the waiving of
fees.

13b. This decision will be
one of the most difficult chal-
lenges in the coming years
for the Mebane City Coun-
cil and will require a great
deal of study.

14. (This has been an is-
sue for a long time, and one
that we should revisit.)

14a. The impact on the lo-
cal fitness industry should
be considered when this
issue is revisited.

15. Support.

15a. No.

16a. Adequately funded.
16b. Adequately funded.
16c. Adequately funded.
16d. Adequately funded.

17a. No response.
17b. No response.
17c. No response.
17d. No response.

18.

1. d.

2. l.

3. e.

4. f.
5. g.
19.
1. l.

20. Support.

20a. To maintain and im-
prove infrastructure.

13. In general, do you support or oppose using taxpayer
money as an incentive to attract industry to Mebane? [50
word limit]

13a. If support, what types of incentive(s) would you ad-
vocate? [50 words or less]

13b. Mebane is currently spending more than $1 million
annually on incentives payments to various industries.  At
what point, if any, will Mebane reach a point of needing to
curtail, or even eliminate, offering tax-paid incentives in
order to attract industry to one of the city’s industrial parks/
areas? [50 word limit]

14. There has been discussion at various points about
whether Mebane should encourage, or even help finance,
the YMCA to locate a facility in Mebane.  Are you willing to
vote for city tax dollars to be used for this purpose?

14a. How do you assess the impact on privately-owned
fitness companies, gyms, etc. that may provide similar ser-
vices? [50 word limit]

15. One issue that has divided the council in recent years
is the idea of building a walking trail between the Arts and
Community Center and the Holt Street Park.  In general,
do you support or oppose this concept?
15a. Are you willing to impose “eminent domain,” if neces-
sary, in order to acquire the necessary land for the trail?
16. With regard to each of the departments below, do you
believe they are adequately funded, need more funding,
or need less funding?
a. Police
b. Fire
c. Public Works
d. Recreation & Parks

17. If more, would you be  willing to raise property taxes,
if necessary to provide additional spending for the
department(s)?
a. Police
b. Fire
c. Public Works
d. Recreation & Parks

18. Among the following programs or areas of city ser-
vices (including other priorities you would include), please
rank the top 5 priorities you would place on the following
potential expenses:
a. Implementing walking trail plan for Mebane
b. Additional sidewalks
c. Implementing a bike and pedestrian plan
d. Paying for certain road improvements
e. Increasing size of police department
f.  Increasing size of fire department
g. Additional incentives payments to attract new industry
h. Funding for expansion of Burlington’s bus service to
include stops in Mebane
i. Other bus service within Mebane (either regional or city-
funded)
j. Additional park space
k. Contributing money and/or city property for a YMCA
l. Building a new police station
m. Other (please specify)
1. _______

2. _______

3. _______

4. _______
5. _______
19.Of those top five priorities, which, if any, are you willing
to vote a property tax increase for, if necessary, in order to
finance?

20. Would you support, or oppose, seeking legislative
authority to impose a 3 percent occupancy tax on hotels
within Mebane’s city limits?
20a. If so, for what purpose(s) should the revenues raised
be used? [25 word limit]

13.No response.

13a. Additional data is
needed to support that type
of infrastructure growth.

13b. The ideal situation for
a municipality is for its resi-
dents to live and work in the
city. This allows funds col-
lected to stay within its
boundaries. I would be in-
terested in seeing if there
has been a return of invest-
ment that validifies and jus-
tifies this.

14. Yes.

14a. As the City continues
the grow, there will be
enough fitness consumers
for all. The YMCA offers
family-centered programs
and brings residents to-
gether through their com-
munity outreach. This
would be a community part-
nership that would support
Mebane’s community and
its residents. This would
also bring on healthy com-
petition which is good in a
free market.
15. Oppose.

15a. No.

16a. More.
16b. More.
16c. Adequately funded.
16d. Adequately funded.

17a. Yes.
17b. Yes.
17c. No.
17d. No.

18.

1. e.

2. f.

3. l.

4. j.
5. d.
19.  No response.

20. Support.

20a. Instead of raising resi-
dent taxes, this occupational
tax can help divert costs
related to police/fire grow-
ing needs of personnel,
training, equipment, and fa-
cilities.

13. Support.

13a. Taxes – reduced for a
period of time.

13b. When it becomes finan-
cially disadvantageous.

14. Yes.

14a. Minimal impact.

15. Support.

15a. No.

16a. Adequately funded.
16b. Adequately funded.
16c. Adequately funded.
16d. Adequately funded.

17a. No.
17b. No.
17c. No.
17d. No.

18.

1. e.

2. f. .

3. l. .

4.m. Water/Sewer
5. - d.
19. 1-5 - None.

20. Oppose.

20a. No response.

13. Support.

13a. The state and federal
government establish the
incentives playing field and
the City of Mebane has no
ability to change that. We are
in a competitive market
against other cities for indus-
try. Incentives should make
our offering compelling
while still providing a sig-
nificant positive impact on
our finances.
13b. As long as these in-
centives are bringing in sig-
nificantly more money than
we are spending, they are
a win for the city.

14. Yes.

14a. There should be care-
ful research and investiga-
tion on the impact on pri-
vate business and on the
city’s financial goals before
considering this option.

15. Support.

15a. No response.

16. a-d - Departmental
funding issues are more
complex than can be ad-
equately answered here.

17. a-d - I support the re-
cent budget and will care-
fully evaluate each
department’s needs as the
city continues to grow.

18.

1-5 - Programs and ser-
vices funding issues are
more complex than can be
adequately answered here.

19. No response.

20. No response.

20a. No response.

13. Support.

13a. The incentives would
heavily depend on the ben-
efits to the City’s citizens for
bringing that industry to our
area.  Fee waivers and
assistance with the costs of
construction may make
sense if benchmarks are
implemented and met dur-
ing the process.

13b. This is something that
needs to be considered on
a case by case basis.  If
the proposed industry
doesn’t offer much benefit
to the community or if
agreed upon benchmarks
aren’t being met, then we’d
need to explore a reduc-
tion of incentives.

14. Yes.

14a. The YMCA offers a
variety of community pro-
grams, beyond fitness
equipment, that are needed
in Mebane.  This includes
aquatics, childcare/summer
camps, and programming
for older adults.  I don’t fore-
see it negatively impacting
private businesses as
Mebane grows, just as simi-
lar private businesses
thrive in Burlington with a
YMCA there.

15. Support.

15a. Yes – Only if all other
options have been ex-
hausted.

16a. Adequately funded.
16b. Adequately funded.
16c. Adequately funded.
16d. Adequately funded.

17a. Yes.
17b. Yes.
17c. Yes.
17d. Yes.
* Due to growth, it would
be shortsighted to say “no”
if needs were necessary.
18.

1. m. Water & Sewer Ex-
pansion & Maintenance
(currently in progress,
grant funded)
2. f – 1 or 2 new fire sta-
tions Needed.
3. l. – New Police Station
Needed.
4.  d.
5. c.
19.
1 - f..
2 - l.
3 - d.

20. Support.

20a. Road and traffic calm-
ing improvements around
the City.  Would consider
for pedestrian/sidewalk im-
provements as well.

Tim
Bradley

Katie
Burkholder

Questions Jonathan
White

Charles
Lopez

Roger
Parker
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(See MEBANE QUESTIONNAIRE, PAGE 7

EARLY
VOTING

BEGINS TODAY, OCTOBER 14.
ONE LOCATION: COUNTY OFFICE ANNEX

BUILDING, 201 WEST ELM STREET, GRAHAM.

WEEKDAYS THROUGH OCTOBER 29:
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24:
2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30:
8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
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21. Mebane has always
had an open meeting for-
mat with citizen involve-
ment. However, yes, I think
we need to be even more
attentive to what is consid-
ered an announced public
hearing, and continue to
exceed State law in regards
to public hearings even
more. Each of those should
have been advertised as
public hearings.

22. I think Mebane racial
climate is better than many,
but can always be im-
proved.

22a. Provide racial equity
training for employees.

23. To listen and provide
an opportunity for everyone
to be heard in a manner
that provides openness and
trust.

23a. Indefinite/Permanent.

23b. Yes.

24.

About right.
Too high.
About right.
25. Not a moratorium, but a
slow down. This will be ac-
complished somewhat by
new requirements for cal-
culating waste water issues.

25a. Not a moratorium, but
a position of limited approval
unless something is special
about the apartment re-
quest.

26. Yes, the density of the first
residential developments off
Oakwood Street. I voted
against it and felt we were
setting up expectations of too
high a density in that area.
27. I think they fall into the
discussion for any residen-
tial growth, but that is not lim-
ited to Mebane, but County
areas as well.

28. I think we continue to be
supportive, and partner
when we can on issues such
as school resource officers. I
think we continue to let people
know schools are a County
and State function, and while
we can support them in many
partnerships, it is not the cit-
ies responsibility to fund or
manage schools.
29. That is a possibility that
has been discussed, for ex-
ample providing them land
through some type of part-
nership, but providing finan-
cial support is unfair to
Mebane tax payers, who
also pay county taxes for that
purpose. It’s a form of double
taxation. I think that is a dark
area to walk into.
29a. Yes  Maybe, see
above.

30. As a current council
member, it would be unfair to
criticize, even on issues I
voted against. I do believe we
need to start paying closer at-
tention to density, and overall
spending, as well as race re-
lations within the community.
31. Keeping infrastructure
and services in pace with
growth, which means
partnering with agencies
such as DOT and ABSS we
do not control. Managing fi-
nances and keeping tax
rates low. Maintaining a
small City charm while han-
dling continued inevitable
growth.

21. This highlights a great
opportunity to leverage our
incoming Public Information
Officer for deeper commu-
nity involvement and com-
munication.  I want to note,
some of these items refer-
enced in the question had
significant discussion with
state-level actions, like al-
cohol sales on Sundays –
supported by a State Sena-
tor from Alamance County.

22. I am proud of our com-
munity in this respect.  The
creation of REAC is an ex-
cellent step in checking any
blind spots that we may
have in our City policies.
Further, our Chief of Police
and MPD is consistently
proactive and approach-
able while strengthening
community relationships
with all citizens.
22a. I want to hear the find-
ings of the REAC listening
sessions first before I at-
tempt to think through pos-
sible recommendations.

23. I hope they will identify
any unintentionally biased
or discriminatory policies.

23a. Indefinite/permanent-
This committee will likely
evolve with time.

23b. Yes.

24.

About right.
Too high.
About right.
25. It already has, to some
extent, with the changes to
the water & sewer ap-
proval process.  These
new application processes
will enable the City to man-
age the demands on our
infrastructure significantly
better.

25a. The new water &
sewer approval process
applies to apartment com-
plexes as well.

26. No.

27. Schools are one of the
primary factors, if not the
top factor.

28. It is important that City
Council maintain an open
dialogue with our School
Board(s) and our local
schools to understand their
needs and challenges.  Fur-
ther, I have interacted with
our schools on varying lev-
els as a community volun-
teer and fully intend on con-
tinuing that involvement.
29. Possibly, however I’d
like to consider the specif-
ics of such a request and
hear feedback from our lo-
cal school officials first.
Robust and thriving schools
meeting the needs of our
most precious community
members, our children, is
a priority of mine.

29a. Yes, if necessary.

30. I don’t have one at this
time.

31. 1) Growth 2) Traffic 3)
Infrastructure Needs – All
of these are interconnected
but have their own indi-
vidual challenges.  It is im-
perative that we, as a City,
stay alert to the needs com-
municated to us by the City
staff and engineers.

21. When issues of signifi-
cance are to be discussed
or decided upon, there
should be advance notice
so that Mebane’s residents
have an opportunity for
public input.

22. Like many cities,
Mebane has some issues
with race relations, for ex-
ample, there are restrictions
on the properties of ETJ citi-
zens, but they cannot vote
in municipal elections.

22a. A committee could be
established consisting of
ETJ representatives that
could meet, discuss issues,
vote on the issues, then
have a representative to
present to the Planning
Board and to the City Coun-
cil their findings prior to the
City Council’s final vote.
23. I would like to see their
recommendations move
from words to actions.

23a. Indefinite/permanent.

 23b. Yes. It is more diverse
than the actual City Council
that is making decisions for
the whole city.

24.

About right.
About right.
About right.
25. Mebane should not
have a moratorium on build-
ing. We should concentrate
on providing adequate in-
frastructure to support the
growth.

25a. Mebane should not
have a moratorium on build-
ing. We should concentrate
on providing adequate infra-
structure to support the
growth.
26. No. I agree with the City
Council’s decisions in those
areas.

27. Quality public schools
are an important factor in
attracting new families and
new businesses.

 28. As a citizen and a par-
ent, I can support our local
schools; however, the
schools fall under the pur-
view of the ABSS Board of
Education.

29. No. Funding for the
school system is provided
by the county and the state.

29a. Yes.

30. I have not strongly dis-
agreed with actions taken
by the City Council over the
past five years.

31. Smart growth, improv-
ing infrastructure, and af-
fordable housing.

21. In recent years, Mebane’s city council has sometimes
taken action without a public hearing, or advance notice
that a significant issue or item was to be on the council’s
meeting agenda – among them to modify the city’s charter
to allow more extraterritorial area than statewide guide-
lines provide, to consider certain land purchase(s), to
approve funding for a rail spur to an industrial plant beside
a residential area, to approve earlier Sunday sales of
alcohol, or to consider asking the General Assembly for
authority to levy a 3% hotel occupancy tax. In your view,
how can citizens be involved or voice their views/con-
cerns when issues of significance are discussed and de-
cided without advance notice or an opportunity for public
input from Mebane’s residents? [50 word limit]
22. How do you assess Mebane’s racial climate/race re-
lations? [50-word limit]

22a. What, if any, city policies should be changed or adopted
to improve the racial climate/race relations in the city? [50
word limit]

23. What, if anything, do you hope to see accomplished by
the Racial Equity Advisory Committee established by the
city council? [50 word limit]

23a. How long do you anticipate the need for such a
committee?
a. 1-2 years.
b. 3-5 years.
c. Indefinite/permanent.
23b.Five out of seven committee members named by the
council are black.  Do you believe the committee has an
adequately diverse membership for making recommen-
dations to the city council?
Development
24. In your opinion, is Mebane’s rate of growth too slow,
too fast, or about right?
Commercial:
Residential:
Industrial:
25. According to Mebane’s planning department, there
are over 2,000 single-family houses that have been ap-
proved (or rezoned) for construction, but that are not yet
built in the city.  Should Mebane adopt a moratorium, or
any other kind of slowdown, in its approval of new subdi-
visions? [50 word limit]

25a. What about a moratorium, or any other kind of slow-
down, for apartment complex construction? [25 word limit]

26. Are there any particular projects – commercial, resi-
dential, or industrial – to which you particularly object, or
question the wisdom of the city council having granted
approval?  [50 word limit]

Mebane Area Schools
27.  How much of a factor are schools for the future of
Mebane’s growth? [25 word limit]

28. What, if anything, can you, if elected as a municipal
official, do toward supporting an improvement in the aca-
demic performance of the local ABSS schools, specifically
those within the city limits of Mebane? [50-word limit]

29.  Should the city of Mebane consider providing  some
level of financial support to assist either the Alamance or
Orange school systems? If so, how much, or in what form?
[50 word limit]

29a. Should the city consider providing land for any additional
school(s) that may be needed on either side of the county line?
General comments
30. What is your area of strongest disagreement with
action(s) taken by the city council in the past 2-5 years?
[50 word limit]

31. In your view, what are the three main issues facing
Mebane during the next five years?  [50 word limit]

21. Wherever, permitted by
law, meetings should be
open to the public for dis-
cussion and discourse.
There are times when the
council needs to meet in
closed sessions to discuss
personnel matters, how-
ever.

22. I have experienced
racism and discrimination in
Mebane. There continues
to be room for growth in this
area. However, the City is
overwhelmingly diverse in
thought and ideas. This is
the beauty of our city. Let-
ting a few bad apples de-
termine my perception of this
city would be naïve and
immature.
22a. As your next Council-
man, I will continue to sup-
port non-discriminatory poli-
cies, including what could
be seen as reverse dis-
crimination. This city should
continue to abide by its non-
discriminatory policies of
equal opportunity employer
and city – for all.
23. I would hope to see di-
versity in thoughts and ide-
als, not just those that are
ideologically progressive. I
look forward to playing an
active role in this commit-
tee.

23a. 1-2 years.

23b.  No.

24.

About right.
Too high.
Too low.
25. While I’m not opposed
to the growth, I believe that
we take the time to study
the impact of it and how we
need to proactively be
ready for such services, i.e.
police, fire, waste, etc…
Building our police and fire
stations in preparation for
growth showcases commu-
nity readiness and strength.
25a. No response.

26. No response.

27. Schools should be con-
sidered as needed. The
relationship with ABSS and
Mebane should continue to
be one of diligence and
shared responsibility.
28. As a former school ad-
ministrator, I can under-
stand the operational sys-
tems of the charter, private,
and public schools. The
City should always be open
to facilitating improvement in
academic areas, even if it
just means opening up our
facilities to tutoring services,
or after-school programs.
29. The City should always
be open to a strong part-
nership with county school
districts. However, we
should ensure there is a
mutual partnership and the
programs supported are
those supported by our city
residents and families.

29a. Yes.

30. No response.

31. Controlled Growth
Management, Infrastruc-
ture needs, and Police/Fire
facilities/equipment needs.

21. No response.

22. I believe Mebane has
a good racial climate.

22a. None.

23. Gives minority commu-
nity a stronger voice.

 23a. Indefinite/permanent.

23b. Yes.

24.

About right.
About right.
About right.
25. Need to make sure we
have adequate water/
sewer before approving.

 25a. Mebane tries to main-
tain around 20% apts –
that’s a good target.

26. Not really, but I think we
may have enough distribu-
tion centers.

27. A lot, we have a new
high school being built.

28. Take an interest and
promote our schools.

29. No.

29a. Needs study.

30. No response.

31. Growth. Infrastructure.
Downtown parking.

21. Transparency and
open communication is a
key responsibility of city
leadership. We must avoid
any actions that could ap-
pear otherwise and learn
from mistakes when they
occur.

22. From the beginning of
my campaign, I have stated
my desire for Mebane to be
a welcoming and inclusive
community. There is room
for growth in this area and I
will listen, learn, and work
to that end.

22a. That is a topic of on-
going discussion in which I
am eager to be involved.

23. The Racial Equity Ad-
visory Committee will be an
excellent resource as we
move forward in the area
of race relations. It will help
with better communication,
greater awareness, and
broader involvement
among our residents.
 23a. Indefinite/permanent,
As long as it is useful to the
community.

 23b. Yes.

24.

About right.
About right.
 About right.
25. The rate of growth and
the ability of our infrastruc-
ture to handle it needs to be
in the forefront of our plan-
ning decisions.

25a. We need to keep all
types of housing in balance
and assess whether the
number of apartments is
aligned with our future goals.

26. None that I wish to high-
light here.

27. Schools are very im-
portant factor in our growth
and I am committed to do all
I can to support the educa-
tion of our children.

28. We must continually
emphasize to ABSS the im-
portance of high quality
schools for the success of
our city and our county.

29. I hope the state and the
county can find ways to im-
prove funding for our
schools. In the current sys-
tem setup by the state legis-
lature, this is not a city is-
sue.

29a. No. I could see being
open to this possibility.

30. Overall, our city has
been well run. I am not pre-
pared to publicly criticize
decisions to which I may not
have all the relevant facts.

31. Strategically managing
our growth, supporting an
increasingly vibrant down-
town and promoting an at-
mosphere of community
amidst our great diversity.

Tim
Bradley

Katie
Burkholder

Questions Jonathan
White

Charles
Lopez

Roger
Parker

Montreena
Hadley

Questionnaire for Candidates for Mebane City Council (voters may select three)
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Tim Bradley Katie Burkholder Jonathan WhiteCharles Lopez Roger ParkerMontreena Hadley

Questions Individualized or Specific to Candidates for Mebane City Council

QUESTION: You’ve been a city
councilman for 28 years (since
1993), the longest-serving member
other than the mayor (who’s be on
the council for 32 years).  How much
time is long enough, and how will you
decide when it’s time to step aside?
[100 word limit]
TIM BRADLEY: I think long enough
is when an individual begins to be
served rather than serving. I still feel
like my contribution is valuable to the
city and it’s citizens, and when I don’t
feel like I can contribute at a high
level anymore, then the time to step
down has occurred. Ultimately what
I bring to the position currently is ex-
perience and an ability to compro-
mise, which I think is a critical need
in today’s government. What I don’t
bring is personal profit or gain. Ulti-
mately, it’s the citizens decision, but
my desire to serve is strong.

QUESTION: You appear to be
among three candidates endorsed
by the Alamance Democratic Party
in the Mebane city council race.  Do
you think it’s appropriate for a politi-
cal party to get involved in a non-
partisan municipal election? How will
you be independent from partisan
preferences? [100 word limit]
KATIE BURKHOLDER: My under-
standing is that they are endorsing
the 3 registered Democrats and I am
a registered Democrat.  Regardless
of my registered party affiliation, I
don’t automatically agree with every-
thing going on with either the Demo-
cratic or Republican parties.  I’m
transparent about that with folks who
care to discuss it.
    Regarding city council, I have
been very intent on honoring the
non-partisan structure of our city
council.  I’m adamant that the city
government, including council and
staff, strives to be unincumbered by
party lines.  On the whole, Mebane’s
city government does a great job of
this already.

QUESTION: In the past year, you
have settled a case with the city of
Mebane regarding your previous
employment with the city. Please
outline the financial settlement you
and the city agreed to and explain
how you will work with council mem-
bers and staff against whom you had
filed this litigation if you win a coun-
cil seat. [100 word limit]
MONTREENA HADLEY: The par-
ties concerned reached a confiden-
tial resolution to whatever issues
were pending. As I always did dur-
ing my 19-year tenure in the plan-
ning department, I will work profes-
sionally with all council members and
city staff.

QUESTION: You appear to have
been a Mebane resident for only
about two years.  Couldn’t/shouldn’t
you have been involved in some
other aspects of local government or
in community involvement before
running for city council?  Isn’t this
too fast for attempting to serve on
the council? [100 word limit]
CHARLES LOPEZ: My mother (a
housekeeper) and father (a carpen-
ter) – both deceased now - taught
me to serve my family, my church,
and my fellow man. When I look for
someone that is ready to take on a
leadership position, I look at qualifi-
cations – experience, education, and
character. Based on this criterion, I
am prepared to lead with insight, pur-
pose, and integrity. Finally, with an
onset of new residents, the city
should also be open to receiving
these residents with open arms into
all facets of the City – including its
City Council.

QUESTION: You have run for and/
or been appointed to local positions
by the Alamance County Republican
Party. Do you think it’s appropriate
for a political party to get involved in
a non-partisan municipal election?
How will you be independent from
partisan preferences [100 word limit]
ROGER PARKER: No. It’s non- par-
tisan. Keep it that way!

QUESTION: Perhaps because of
your business-related employment,
you are being viewed by some as a
“pro-business” candidate.  How can
you assure voters that you will be
even-handed in evaluating various
business-related decisions, such as
evaluating economic incentives pro-
posals, zoning requests (particularly
in the case of those bringing more
density, such as townhouses and
apartments), and other issues that
frequently represent business inter-
ests? [100 word limit]
JONATHAN WHITE: I am commit-
ted to what is best for the citizens of
Mebane. They are my neighbors,
friends, and acquaintances from
shopping, eating, and living local. I
am pro-business when that business
benefits the people of our city. Trans-
parency and avoiding conflicts of in-
terest (for myself and for the city) are
key priorities to assure the citizens
of no outside influence from special
interests.


	10142021 ALA MA A005
	10142021 ALA MA A006
	10142021 ALA MA A007
	10142021 ALA MA A008

