
<state name> 
Sandy Ellington-Graves. 
 
 
I have spent the last year telling other parents to come to this podium and I think it is 
time I practice what I preach. So tonight, I CHOOSE to stand at this podium. Not as a 
school board member but as a parent.  
 
Like many parents in ABSS, I am TIRED. I am tired of the lack of communication, the 
lack of transparency, and the lack of leadership in our schools. Our students deserve 
better. Our teachers and staff deserve better. And we – the parents – deserve better.   
 
For weeks, ABSS parents have expressed concerns about school safety.  
The growing number of fights and the lack of discipline.  
Daily disruptions. Threats of school shootings.  
Constant conflict.  
Teachers assaulted if they intervene.  
Teachers reprimanded if they speak up.  
SROs being told to stand down.  
I am told 37 teachers at one school are actively looking for other jobs.  
 
Students don’t feel safe. Teachers don’t feel safe. Parents are frustrated.  
 
Last week, there was a threat of a school shooting at Southern.  
Just two days after the deadliest school shooting since 2018.  
And not one word to parents or students.  
 
I am told it wasn’t communicated to the parents because it was handled with 
“discretion”. When my child’s safety is at risk, discretion is NOT an option. 
 
A Connect Ed message was finally sent out - but only after chaos and panic. 
In my opinion, 24 hours too late. 
 
What is it going to take for ABSS to be PROACTIVE instead of REACTIVE?  
 
We cannot risk the loss of innocent life because we don’t want to admit we have a 
problem. 
 
We cannot afford to lose strong educators because we don’t hold the weak educators 
accountable. 
 
We cannot continue to operate in the same way and expect different results. 
 



We live in a world of social media – where the news breaks first, where the rumors 
spread the fastest, where discretion doesn’t matter, and where our kids create 
platforms to upload fight videos. 
 
We have real issues across this district.  
We need action, accountability, communication, transparency. 
 
Communicate with me – not just what you think I want to know. Tell me when my child 
is absent, or when it’s Spirit Week, or when the heat is broken. But don’t spare me 
when there is a gun on campus or a drug bust. 
 
Be transparent. I should not learn about the important stuff from my 16 year old, or 
from parents at the next ballgame, or on social media. If it’s an issue where details 
cannot be discussed, I understand that just tell me that.   
 
But don’t confuse confidentiality and discretion with deception and secrecy. 
The best to prevent chaos is to spread the truth so we can’t spread rumors. 
 
Our students, our teachers and our parents deserve better. 
 
I am a parent. I am tired.  
Something has to change before it’s too late. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


