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Democratic challenger
Ricky Hurtado of Mebane has
amassed a fundraising edge
six times as large as that of
his opponent, incumbent Re-
publican Stephen M. (“Steve”)
Ross, in the race for state
house district 63.

The seat currently held by
Ross is one of about a dozen
Republican-held seats that
Democrats have targeted to
“flip” this year, in hopes of
gaining six seats in the state
house needed to retake the
majority that the GOP has
held since 2010.

Hurtado, 31, who moved to
Alamance County two years
ago, is making his first bid for
elective office.   He is cofounder
and co-executive director of
LatinxEd, a program based at
the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill that is
aimed at “breaking down bar-
riers to success for first-gen-
eration college students,” ac-
cording to the university,
where Hurtado is also an ad-

junct instructor in the educa-
tion department.

Ross, 69, is a financial advi-
sor, former Burlington mayor,
and lifelong resident of
Alamance County who is seek-
ing his fifth term in the Gen-
eral Assembly.
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$240,674.30 in campaign con-
tributions through the end of
the second quarter of the 2020
election cycle that ended on
June 30, compared to the in-
cumbent Republican, who had
raised a total of $39,590.87 to
date as of the end of the sec-
ond quarter (see accompany-

ing chart and itemized lists of
contributions, this edition).

During the second quarter
alone, the Democratic chal-
lenger took in $102,253.07 in
individual contributions and
a total of $143,649.42 in indi-
vidual contributions for the
year to date.  That figure rep-

resents approximately 60 per-
cent of campaign donations
that Hurtado has taken in so
far this year.

By far, most of  the cam-
paign donations that the first-
time candidate raised during
the second quarter came from
addresses outside of
Alamance County, including
dozens from donors in New
York, Washington, D.C., and
California.  Just under 5 per-
cent – or 35 out of approxi-
mately 644 – of the individual,
itemized donations of $50 or
more that Hurtado received
during the period were from
donors within Alamance
County.  An Alamance News
analysis of campaign finance
reports filed with the State
Board of Elections (SBE) for
the second quarter of the 2020
election revealed the following
breakdown for itemized indi-
vidual contributions of $50 or
more from donors within
Alamance County:
Burlington (18); Mebane (9);
Graham (6); and Saxapahaw
(2).

By comparison, six of the 10
itemized individual contribu-
tions totaling $50 or more that
Ross raised during the second
quarter came from addresses
outside Alamance County.
These included a donation of
$1,000 from Lee Barnes, presi-
dent of the parent company

that operates the Family Fare
chain of gas stations, M.M.
Fowler in Durham; $5,000
from Ronald Cameron, CEO of
Mountaire, a chicken proces-
sor based in Arkansas; $2,500
from Mark R. Craig, a “whole-
saler” for R.H. Barringer, a
beer and wine distribution
company in Greensboro; and
a $500 donation from a politi-
cal action committee repre-
senting the Independent In-
surance Agents of North Caro-
lina (IIANC) in Cary, based on
his latest campaign finance
report.  The other six itemized
individual campaign contri-
butions that Ross collected
during the period came from
donors within Alamance
County.

As The Alamance News re-
ported (in the September 24
edition), Democratic chal-
lenger Eric Henry is leading
incumbent Republican repre-
sentative Dennis Riddell in
fundraising for the state
house district 64 race.   By the
end of the second quarter on
June 30, Henry was leading by
about $11,607, raising $53,779
in total campaign contribu-
tions to date, compared to
Riddell, who had raised a to-
tal of $42,171.56 to date during
the 2020 election cycle.

Donations are also pouring
into the campaign for the
Democratic candidate in the
state senate race for the seat
that will be vacated later this
year by retiring Republican
state senator Rick Gunn.

Democrat J.D. Wooten, IV of
Guilford County had a lead of
$11,937 in the race for state
senate district 24, raising a
total of $149,518.92 by the end
of the second quarter on June
30.

By comparison, his Repub-
lican opponent, Amy Galey,
current chairman of
Alamance County’s board of
commissioners, had raised a
total of $137,581.27 by the end
of June, based on campaign
finance reports that both can-
didates filed with the State
Board of Elections for the sec-
ond quarter.

Ross’ seat in the house is
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considered highly competitive
because of new redistricting
maps that have been ordered
by a federal judge.

The incumbent Ross nar-
rowly survived a challenge in
the November 2018 general
election, even though he was
outspent by another first-time
Democratic challenger, Erica
McAdoo, who had recently
moved to Alamance County,
who outraised him by 2-to-1.

By the end of the second
quarter for the 2018 general
election, McAdoo had col-

lected a total of $92,689.91 in
campaign contributions,
compared to Ross, who had
raised $36,045 for the year to
date by June 30, 2018.  As of
the end of the fourth quarter
of the 2018 election, the Demo-
cratic challenger had raised
$444,315.72, while Ross fin-
ished the quarter on Decem-
ber 31, 2018 with a total of
$213,810 in total campaign con-
tributions.  He defeated
McAdoo by 298 votes to win
his fourth term in the house
in 2018.
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