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If Confederate monument is a local issue, why
are so many non-residents coming to protests?

About one-third of all those charged in past 4
months have been from outside Alamance County

Is each side trying to
“bait” the other side
into assault charge?

THE PUBLIC ASKS

Law enforcement
concerned by

increasing stridency,
potential for violence

SEE FULL LIST, MUG SHOTS, P. 3

Are “charging”
standards the same

for both sides?

(See EDITOR’S NOTE, PAGE 2)

Editor’s Note: The
Alamance News has received
a number of questions about
various aspects of the pro-
tests and counter-protests
that have taken place around
Court Square in downtown

Graham over the past four
months.

The original purpose of the
protests corresponded with
the death of George Floyd, a
black man, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota on May 25, 2020 at

the hands of a white police
officer.  The protests have of-
ten included opposition to the
Confederate monument that
has stood on the north side of
the courthouse since 1914;
morphed into more generic

“Black Lives Matter” demon-
strations; and, most recently,
opposition to the grand jury
decision last week not to in-
dict any police officers for the
death of  Breonna Taylor, a
black woman in Louisville,

Kentucky who was killed
by police who entered her
apartment to execute a war-
rant.

Initially, most of  the pro-
tests were held without

(See CHARGES, PAGE 4)

Are protesters and
c o u n t e r - p r o t e s t e r s
treated the same?  Law
enforcement officers in-
sist that they are.

“The way to get ar-
rested,” sheriff Terry
Johnson told The
Alamance News in an
interview Wednesday, “is
to violate the law.”

Johnson insists that he
would hold the governor,
the county manager, or
any other dignitary to
the same standards his
officers have used to as-
sess whether someone de-
served to be arrested dur-
ing the protests that have
occurred in Graham over
the past four months.

But the newspaper’s cu-
mulative inventory of  ar-
rests and citations,
which pools data from the
sheriff ’s office and
Graham’s police depart-
ment, seems to reveal
some striking differences
in the enforcement prac-
tices of the two agencies.

Among other things,
the sheriff ’s office has
filed charges exclusively
against racial justice
demonstrators, while
Graham’s police officers
have taken action against
both demonstrators and

counterdemonstrators. In
fact, Confederate sympa-
thizers and their allies ac-
count for 9 of the 14 people
that the city’s police officers
have arrested or cited. They
also include the first three
individuals that Graham’s
police department has
charged with protest-re-
lated offenses since the
death of George Floyd. The
only protester who was
booked prior to this
threesome’s arrest was a
racial justice activist who
was served with unrelated,
outstanding warrants after
a sharp-eared police officer
heard his name and checked
it against a law enforcement
database.

Graham’s police depart-
ment has also filed charges
against four racial justice
demonstrators who are ac-
cused of protest-related mis-
deeds as well as one neutral
individual who allegedly
lashed out at a protester
who got in his face with a
bullhorn while he was en-
joying the alfresco dining
accommodations at an area
restaurant.

Racial justice advocates
appear to account for all 18
of the protesters whom the
sheriff ’s office has charged

(See BAITING, PAGE 5)

One of the newest strate-
gies that local law enforce-
ment has seen recently
among protesters and
counter-protesters alike is
to attempt to antagonize an
individual on the other side
into lashing out in re-
sponse, which may result
in their arrest.

Last week brought just
such an example.  On Mon-

Local law enforcement agen-
cies have slightly different per-
spectives on the trends asso-
ciated with recent protests in
Graham.

Representatives of both the
Graham Police Department
and the Alamance County
sheriff ’s office observe an in-
crease in the frequency of an-
tagonistic behavior and re-
sulting arrests, but sheriff

Terry Johnson and his top
lieutenants see a more danger-
ous trend toward more seri-
ous offenses.

Both also attribute some of
the rising tensions to the pres-
ence of counter-protesters of
varying loyalties, who have
begun to turn out with greater
frequency to demonstrate
their support – for the Confed-

(See RISING TENSION, PAGE 5)

IN THIS EDITION: PROTESTS IN GRAHAM – A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK

Regis Kishon Green of Durham
during last week’s Wednesday
night arrest of Kani Adon Bynum
on West Elm Street in Graham.
Green also acknowledged a
strategy this week of trying to
bait opponents into criminal be-
havior.

Supporters of Donald Trump, some of whom also want to defend the Confederate monument in Graham, have
increasingly faced off with Black Lives Matter protesters, here both in front of the courthouse.
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Editor’s Note
(Continued from page 1)

much incident, other than
ongoing concern from law en-
forcement that protesters had
as their ultimate objective the
toppling of the Confederate
monument.

Increasingly, a small but of-
ten vocal group of counter-
protesters has turned out to
show support for preserving
the monument, emphasizing
pride in Souther n history/
heritage, and, in some cases
mixing in support for law en-
forcement as well as vocal sup-
port for the re-election of
President Donald Trump.
The latter group often waves
the “Rebel flag” of the Confed-
eracy, as well as Trump flags,
the “Thin Blue Line” flag
(showing support for law en-
forcement), as well as tradi-
tional American flags.

Law enforcement originally
tried to restrict each group to
separate areas, or “zones,” for
their respective points of
view.  However, as a result of  a
federal judge’s rulings, and a
prohibition on imposing per-
mits for most demonstra-
tions, some members of each
group have taken to mixing
in or near the other group, of-
ten taunting them.  [See sepa-
rate story on the escalating
tensions this practice has
generated.]

In the case of the counter-
protesters, they are alleged by
protesters to taunt with subtle
and not-so-subtle racially-
charged rhetoric or outright
slurs; most offensive is the use
of the N-word toward some of
the protesters, even when
about half or more of protest-
ers are whites who support
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the removal of the
Confederate monument.

 The Confederate sympa- (See EDITOR’S NOTE, PAGE 6)

thizers meanwhile claim that
protesters and some of their
supporters with video cam-
eras (intended to document the
event) often “get in their faces”
with cameras or otherwise
invade their personal space.
[See separate story in this edi-
tion, beginning on page 1
about increasing pace of inci-
dents and arrests, including
more serious charges.]

Both sides have increas-
ingly made clear their objec-
tive of getting one or more
person on the other side at any
particular demonstration or
event to “lose their temper”
and lash out, preferably physi-
cally (which can result in an
“assault” charge).  [See sepa-
rate story in this edition about
attempts to “bait” the other
side.]

In fact, in order to attract
any kind of criminal charge,
there has to be a physical al-
tercation of some kind.  Sim-
ply spewing words at each
other – even vile, racist ones –
will generally fall under the
protection of the First Amend-
ment right to free speech.  So
do taunts directed at indi-
vidual police officers; among
those singled out for particu-
larly harsh rhetoric are black
officers from various depart-
ments who have participated
in trying to maintain order or
assisted in the arrests of par-
ticular protesters.

Thus far, most of  the
charges for both “simple as-
sault” and “disorderly con-
duct” have been for incidents
of pushing and shoving,
which has resulted in cita-
tions or arrests.  Laying hands
on another person meets the
definition, under North Caro-
lina law, of  an “assault,”
which has been the most fre-
quent charge filed against
both protesters and counter-
protesters.

But law enforcement offi-

cials are expressing growing
concerns about the escalating
stridency of both sides and
the surge in the number of
arrests, including for increas-
ingly serious charges.

For instance, one of the Con-
federate sympathizers was
arrested over the past week-
end for having had a handgun
visible on his hip during one
recent demonstration at
which both groups held posi-
tions around the courthouse.
In addition to being a viola-
tion of  North Carolina law
that prohibits “possession of
a weapon at a parade, funeral
procession, picket line or
demonstration,” the suspect
did not hold a permit to carry
a concealed weapon under any
circumstances.

A total of ten people were
charged this past weekend
during a protest on Saturday,
the largest number of people
cited or arrested during any
previous protest, march, or
demonstration.

Another pattern that is be-
ginning to emerge more
clearly is that both sides seem
to be attracting an increasing
number of advocates to their
cause from outside Alamance
County.  For instance, during
the Saturday protest, six out
of ten people cited or arrested
were from outside Alamance
County.  About one-third of
people arrested over the course
of the past four months (12 of
32) are from outside the
county.

Many of the more outspo-
ken participants at the pro-
tests are from outside
Alamance County, with
people from Greensboro,
Chapel Hill, Hillsborough, and
Durham being among the
most noteworthy. This out-of-
county phenomenon includes
both protesters sympathetic

Editor’s Note
(Continued from page 2)

to the host of Black Lives
Matters issues, as well as a
group of counter-protesters.

Another dimension of the
protests has been the attempt,
primarily from the protesters,
to identify various partici-
pants among the counter-pro-
testers, with an objective of
causing them difficulty at
their work and, in some cases,
trying to get them fired – a
tactic that has apparently
worked in at least two in-

stances, although the newspa-
per was unable to reach either
of two people.

The newspaper has received
repeated tips about flyers or
online ads, ostensibly solicit-
ing for “paid protesters” to
participate in the protests, but
the newspaper has been un-
able to substantiate such
claims.

In this edition, we have pro-
vided a comprehensive lists of
all citations and arrests made
by the Graham Police Depart-
ment and the Alamance
County sheriff ’s office since
the protests began in earnest
in June.
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Sheriff, Gaham police department arrest 32 since protests began

(See ARRESTS,  PAGE 8)

Since the death of George
Floyd on May 25, downtown
Graham has repeatedly been
the scene of protests, rallies,
and marches that have ad-
vanced the causes of racial
justice, police reform, and the
removal of a Confederate
monument that “guards” the
north entrance to Alamance
County’s courthouse.

These events, which have
included both organized and
spontaneous gatherings, have
ranged in size from one to sev-
eral hundred demonstrators.
Although most of these as-
semblies have come and gone
without serious incident, a
number of  them have ended
with protesters hauled off in
handcuffs. Many have also at-
tracted a smattering of
counterdemonstrators who,
in some cases, have openly de-
fended the Confederate monu-
ment and, in others, have
claimed to be out in support
of  law enforcement. In either
case, these rival protesters
have racked up some criminal
charges of their own.

The Alamance News has
tried to compile a full inven-
tory of the arrests and cita-
tions that these protests have
generated based on informa-
tion from local law enforce-
ment agencies as well as the
newspaper’s past coverage,

which drew on
accounts from
these same
agencies. In
a s s e m b l i n g
this list, the
n e w s p a p e r
has relied
heavily on the
records of
Graham’s mu-
nicipal police
d e p a r t m e n t
and the office
of Alamance
County’s sheriff, which have
been responsible for keeping
the peace during the demon-
strations.

The Alamance News ulti-
mately identified 35 distinct
sets of charges that these two
agencies collectively filed
against 32 individuals for al-
leged misdeeds at 11 separate
events. These violations,
which are all misdemeanor-
level offenses, range from im-
peding traffic and disorderly
conduct to weapons charges
and assault – against oppos-
ing demonstrators as well as
law enforcement officers.

The following is a compre-
hensive list of the criminal
charges that Graham’s mu-
nicipal police department and
the office of Alamance
County’s sheriff  have filed
since May 25:

05-31-20

Graham Police:
· Alex Joseph Fox served

with outstanding arrest war-
rants during a spontaneous
demonstration in front of the
courthouse.

06-20-20

Graham Police:
· Chadwick Ray Hightower,

a 48-year-old white male of
4804 Bellemont-Mt. Hermon
Road, Lot 45, Burlington, was
arrested on site for disorderly
conduct for menacingly
“swinging his hand” at an
opposing demonstrator who
had been taking photographs.
Hightower has a court appear-
ance scheduled for December
31.

· Christopher Wayne Over-
man, a 39-year-old white male
of 8305 Coble Mill Road in
Snow Camp, arrested on site
for assault on a female after
he allegedly struck a rival
demonstrator identified as
Megan Squire. Overman’s
charge was dismissed on
Thursday.

· Dawn Michelle Edwards,
a 48-year-old female of 4804
Bellemont-Mt. Hermon Road,
Lot 6, Burlington, was subse-
quently served with an arrest
warrant for simple assault.
Edwards’ charge was dis-

missed on Thursday.

06-27-20

Graham Police:
· Matthew Broderick

Edwards, a 28-year-old white
male of  Haw River-Hopedale
Road, Burlington, was
charged with failure to dis-
perse and resisting an officer
after he allegedly held up a
protest sign during a state of
emergency. Edwards has a
court appearance scheduled
for December 1.

07-11-20

Alamance County Sheriff:
· Dexter Elijah McKoy, a 21-

year-old black male of 5509
Tomahawk Drive, Apartment
C, in Greensboro, was arrested
for second degree trespassing
after he allegedly broke
through a barricade during
Rev. Gregory Drumwright’s
march for “justice and com-
munity.” McKoy’s charge was
dismissed on August 4.

· Maurice Wells, Jr., a 34-
year-old black male of 10 As

Arrests
(Continued from page 3)

pen Drive, Apartment A, in
Greensboro, was charged
with disorderly conduct and
failure to disperse during the
same march. Wells has a court
appearance scheduled on this
charge for November 9.

07-25-20

Alamance County Sheriff:
· Barrett Lee Brown, a 47-

year-old black male of 1045
Camelot Lane in Graham,
charged with impeding traffic
and resisting a public officer
after he held a brief, one-man
protest on a curb that sur-
rounds the county’s Confeder-
ate monument. Brown has a
court appearance scheduled
for November 9.

· Walter Clinton Allison, Sr.,
a 67-year-old black male of 315
Cobb Avenue in Burlington,
was charged with impeding
traffic and resisting in pubic
officer while protesting
Brown’s arrest. Allison has a
court appearance scheduled
for November 9.

· Amie Christina Harrison,

a 58-year-old white female of
5127 Mount Olive Church
Road in Pittsboro, was
charged with impeding traffic
and resisting in pubic officer
while protesting Brown’s ar-
rest. Harrison has a court ap-
pearance scheduled for No-
vember 9.

· Noah Wilson Read, a 40-
year-old white male of 2439
Glencoe Street in Burlington,
was charged with impeding
traffic and resisting in pubic
officer while protesting
Brown’s arrest. Read has a
court appearance scheduled
for November 9.

08-15-20

Graham Police:
· Ashley Reed Batten, a 31-

year-old white female of 714
Sedona Drive, Apartment 1-H,
in Hillsborough, was arrested
on site for disorderly conduct.
Batten has a court appearance
scheduled for December 1.

08-17-20

Alamance County Sheriff:
· Margret Alice Williams, a

30-year-old white female of 233
Thad Drive in Haw River, was

cited for disrupting a public
meeting and resisting an of-
ficer after she refused to end a
harangue about the county’s
Confederate monument dur-
ing a public hearing that the
county’s board of commis-
sioners had held to receive
feedback on a proposed incen-
tives package for UPS. Will-
iams has a court appearance
scheduled for November 30.

Graham Police:
· Judy Elaine Ezzell Stuart,

a 60-year-old white female of
6833 Beale Road in Snow
Camp, was cited for simple
assault. Stuart has a court
appearance scheduled for Oc-
tober 26.

· Carey Kirk Griffin, a 38-
year-old white female of 2117
East Main Street in Durham,
was cited for simple assault.
Griffin has a court appearance
scheduled for October 26.

· Justin Nathaniel Verton,
a 33-year-old white male of
3074 Soapstone Mountain in
Staley, was cited for the ille-
gal possession of a weapon “as
a spectator at a demonstra-
tion.” Verton has a court ap-
pearance scheduled for De-
cember 7.

· Melissa Marie King, a 35-

year-old white female of 4058
South NC 49, Burlington, was
cited for the illegal possession
of a weapon at a demonstra-
tion. King has a court appear-
ance scheduled for December
7.

09-08-20

Alamance County Sheriff:
· Magdalene Tucker Blunk,

a 27-year-old white female of
227 Flemington Road in
Chapel Hill, was arrested for
disorderly conduct and resist-
ing an officer for “cussing via
[a] bullhorn.” Blunk has a
court appearance scheduled
for November 30.

· Katherine Cassette, a 37-
year-old white female of 5982
Church Road in Graham, was
arrested for disorderly con-
duct that “consisted of [the
word] F—.” Cassette has a
court appearance   scheduled
for November 30.

· Nicholas Lloyd Cassette, a
34-year-old black male of 5982
Church Road in Graham, was
arrested for misdemeanor ri-
oting, second-degree trespass-
ing, and resisting a public of-
ficer after he allegedly dis-
obeyed an officer’s order to
clear out of  the sheriff ’s park-

ing lot and, in doing so, ended
up “inciting further unruly
activity.” Cassette has a court
appearance scheduled for No-
vember 30.

· Dionne Liles, a 39-year-old
black female of 12 NE Court
Square in Graham, was ar-
rested for second-degree tres-
passing, resisting a public of-
ficer, and assaulting a govern-
ment official after she alleg-
edly “struck” a deputy with a
“cardboard sign on the head.”
Liles has a court appearance
scheduled for October 22.

09-21-20

Graham Police:
· Ryan Michael Evans, a 35-

year-old white male of 1332
Stonewall Avenue in
Burlington, was cited for dis-
orderly conduct after he alleg-
edly harassed an anti-racism
march on its way to
Alamance County’s court-
house. Evans has a court ap-
pearance scheduled for Octo-
ber 14.

· Eddie Moore Mercer, Jr., a
71-year-old white male of 830
Monroe Holt Road in Gra-
ham, was cited for simple as-
sault after he allegedly ha-
rassed an anti-racism march

on its way to Alamance
County’s courthouse.  Mercer
has a court appearance sched-
uled for October 14.

· Judy Elaine Ezzell Stuart,
a 60-year-old female of 6833
Beale Road in Snow Camp, was
issued a criminal summons
for simple assault and disor-
derly conduct. Stuart has a
court appearance on this
charge scheduled for Novem-
ber 30.

09-23-20

Graham Police:
· Kani Adon Bynum, a 24-

year-old black male of 605
Martin Street in Greensboro,
was arrested on site for simple
assault after he allegedly at-
tacked a white counter-dem-
onstrator and for resisting an
officer after he allegedly fled
to his car when police tried to
question him about the as-
sault. Bynum has a court ap-
pearance scheduled for Octo-
ber 26.

· Russel Paul Brady, a 23-
year-old white male of 2843
South NC 87, Graham, was
served with an arrest warrant
for the illegal possession of
firearm at a demonstration

(See ARRESTS, PAGE 12)
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and for illegally carrying a
concealed weapon. Brady has
a court appearance scheduled
for October 30.

· Graham also “advised” on
the “warrant process” against
Joseph Michael Wardwell, a 50-
year-old male of  3150 Beaver
Creek Road in Burlington,
who has been charged with
communicating threats.

09-26-20

Graham Police:
· Carey Kirk Griffin, a 38-

year-old white female of 2117
East Main Street in Durham,
arrested on site for resisting
a public officer. Griffin has a

court appearance on this
charge scheduled for October
20.

· Richard Hurlocker, a 59-
year-old white male of 1724
Petty Road in Graham, was
arrested on site for simple as-
sault. Hurlocker has a court
appearance scheduled for Oc-
tober 20.

Alamance County Sheriff:
· Morgan Ellen Carter, a 26-

year-old white female of 916
Lexington Avenue in Greens-
boro, was arrested for imped-
ing traffic. Carter has a court
appearance scheduled for Oc-
tober 20.

· Andrew Wesley Crabtree,
a 27-year-old white male of 7
Hilton Place, Apartment F, in
Greensboro, was arrested for
impeding traffic. Crabtree has

a court appearance scheduled
for October 20.

· Tara Yanira Delgado-
Rosardo, a 42-year-old white
female of  5412 Walton Hill
Road in Knightdale, was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct
after she allegedly “yelled ‘f—
you, bitch’” to a counter-pro-
tester. Delgado-Rosardo has a
court appearance scheduled
for October 20.

· Elizabeth Duford, a 46-
year-old white female of 104
Edgehill Place in Chapel Hill,
was arrested for resisting a
public officer after she alleg-
edly “intervened in the arrest
of  another” demonstrator.
Duford has a court appearance
scheduled for October 20.

· Avery Markel Harvey, a 30-
year-old black male of 1510
South Mebane Street, Apart-

ment L, in Burlington, was
arrested for disorderly con-
duct after he allegedly
“shouted ‘f— y’all’” at counter-
protesters. Harvey has a court
appearance scheduled for Oc-
tober 20.

· Rikeah Nashea Johnson,
a 21-year-old female of un-
specified race of 1711
Vanderbilt Court in Graham,
was arrested for resisting a
public officer after she alleg-
edly “attempted to pull an-
other subject who was under
arrest away from the arrest-
ing officers.” Johnson has a
court appearance scheduled
for October 20.

· Maurice Wells, Jr., a 34-
year-old black male of 10 As-
pen Drive, Apartment A, in
Greensboro, was arrested for
disorderly conduct and resist-

ing a public officer. Wells has
also been charged with injury
to personal property after he
allegedly struck a passing ve-
hicle that belongs to Hamlett
Auto Repair. Wells has a court
appearance on these charges
scheduled for October 20.

· Devin Lee Vaughn, a 35-
year-old black male of 923
Turrentine Street in
Burlington, was also cited for
disorderly conduct. Vaughn
has a court appearance sched-
uled for November 6.



Above photo by The Alamance News

Protesters, counter-protesters continue to clash in Court Square

Judy Elaine Ezzell Stuart of Snow Camp (above) was
issued a criminal summons for simple assault (her
second such charge in recent days)  and disorderly
conduct. Stuart had raised objections from protest-
ers when she was depicted at one protest, wearing
an obscene face mask with a representation of a hand-
made replica of black male genitalia.

Russel Paul Brady of Graham (left) was served with an arrest warrant on September 23 for the illegal posses-
sion of a firearm at a demonstration and for illegally carrying a concealed weapon at an earlier event .
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since May 25. These individu-
als are fairly evenly distrib-
uted between Alamance
County residents and visitors
from outside the county –
with 9 of the 18 hailing from
Greensboro, Chapel Hill,
Durham, and other locales in
the Triangle or Triad. Out-of-
county residents comprise
fewer of Graham’s arrests and
citations, as Lieutenant
Daniel Sisk, a spokesman for
the city’s police department,
acknowledged in response to
an inquiry from The
Alamance News.

“Looking at the list of those
charged in these events does
not show that out-of-towners
are being charged more fre-

quently,” he told the newspa-
per on Tuesday, “and I am not
really sure if the presence of
out of town people v[s] those
that live here has an effect on
the demeanor of those at the
demonstrations.”

Based on the data that the
newspaper has gathered,
people from outside the
county make up 5 of the 14
individuals whom the city’s
police department has
charged. This hometown
skew can be attributed, in
part, to the predominance of
local counterdemonstrators
that the city has charged. The
only counterdemonstrator
from outside the county who
has been accused of an offense
is a man from Staley who has
been cited for illegally carry-
ing a firearm during a dem-
onstration.

All told, local residents
comprise 20 of the 32 people
that both agencies have ar-
rested for protest-related of-
fenses. These area residents
include one
counterdemonstrator who
was charged twice by Graham
on two different dates. Each
agency has also had repeated
encounters with two racial
justice activists from outside
the county that have resulted
in two separate sets of crimi-
nal charges.

The sheriff ’s office had ini-
tially allowed Graham to take
the lead on enforcement dur-
ing demonstrations in Court
Square and other parts of the
city’s downtown district. The
sheriff and his deputies nev-
ertheless began to take a more
active role in policing these
gatherings after the local
chapter of  the NAACP took
various city officials to federal
court for allegedly trampling
on the rights of demonstra-
tors. The sheriff ’s office didn’t
see its first protest-related col-
lars until July 11, when it ar-
rested two out-of-town activ-
ists during a march for “jus-
tice and the community” that
took place less than two weeks
after the NAACP took legal
action against the city. Since
then, sheriff ’s deputies have
accumulated the lion’s share
of the bookings during dem-
onstrations in Graham – in-
cluding the arrests of four
members of Alamance
County’s NAACP who were
charged with impeding traffic

after a spontaneous demon-
stration next to the county’s
Confederate monument.

Even before sheriff ’s depu-
ties had slapped handcuffs on
the NAACP’s members, the
organization had decided to
broaden its federal court ac-
tion to include complaints
against Alamance County’s
sheriff Terry Johnson and
other high-ranking county
officials. The NAACP’s law-
yers have since focused more
of their attention on the
county’s role in protest en-
forcement, and they eventu-
ally convinced a federal judge
to order the sheriff to stand
down from his restriction of
demonstrators from the
grounds of Alamance
County’s historic courthouse.

Since the NAACP filed its
lawsuit in the first week of
July, both Graham’s police

Ann Humphreys of Carrboro, shown here with a bullhorn
like one she used in Graham last Wednesday night,
has been a frequent participant at protests downtown
this summer.

(See CHARGES, PAGE 5)

Photos here and on page 5 courtesy of Elon Univer-
sity professor Anthony Crider unless credited other-
wise.

New rules governing protests around the courthouse have allowed counter-
protesters, like Thomas May (above and at left) to mingle among Black
Lives Matter protesters.
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day night, during a protest at
the courthouse, Ryan Evans,
one of the white counter-pro-
testers, was cited for disor-
derly conduct after he alleg-
edly harassed some of those
within anti-racism march on
its way to Alamance County’s
courthouse, according to the
police citation.

On Wednesday, Evans, with
video camera in hand, roamed
amid the protesters at the
courthouse who were conduct-
ing a vigil of sorts to protest
the death of Breonna Taylor
and the failure that day of a
Louisville grand jury to indict
any police officer in her death.

One protester, Kani Adon
Bynum, allegedly struck
Evans with the staff of a flag
(alternatively known as a Pan
African or African American
flag) that he was carrying.
Evans reported the incident to
nearby Graham police, who
then attempted to interview
Bynum.  The suspect was
quickly surrounded by sym-
pathetic fellow protesters who
tried to prevent police from
reaching him, according to a
report on the incident from
the Graham police.

Bynum, who would likely
have been cited for either dis-
orderly conduct or simple as-
sault – the two most prevalent
charges of late among various
protesters and counter-pro-
testers at the various demon-
strations – except that he then
ran down West Elm Street,
trying to elude police.

He reached his car, which
had been backed into a front-
in parking space in front of
The Alamance News office.
In addition to the assault
charge, police then added the
additional charge of resisting,

obstructing, and delaying an
officer in his duties because
of the foot chase.

Protesters who heckled po-
lice as they attempted to sub-
due Bynum and arrest him
claimed that Evans had
“only” been cited when he was
charged in the incident from
Monday night, while Bynum
was forced to his knees, made
to put his hands behind his
back, handcuffed, and taken
away in a patrol car.

The parallel strategy of the
opposing groups was outlined
plainly by one of the black
hecklers who had a bullhorn
shouting expletives at the po-
lice during Bynum’s arrest
Wednesday night.

In a short ten-second video
that went viral locally this
week, Regis Kishon Green of
Durham, outlines the strat-
egy to Thomas May, one of  the
regular white counter-protest-
ers at many courthouse dem-
onstrations, who apparently
recorded the en-
counter. Green, who
is black, has become
a regular on the
Black Lives Matter
side of protests in
Graham.

“I’m here to agi-
tate,” he says look-
ing straight into
May’s camera.  “I’m
here to provoke you
and make you do
something stupid
so we can get some
justice.”

Meanwhile, law
enforcement re-
gards this newest
trend as dangerous,
with potentially in-
creasingly serious
consequences for
more and more vio-
lent interactions be-
tween the two sides.

Robbie Butler of Pittsboro (above and in photo left)
often appears at protests in downtown Graham and
reportedly “becomes like a Tasmanian devil when
he gets around BLM protesters,” according to local
law enforcement.  He was reportedly charged with
inciting a riot during a protest in Pittsboro in No-
vember 2019 (that centered on a Confederate monu-
ment at the Chatham County courthouse that was
ultimately removed).  Thusfar, Butler has not at-
tracted any charges, although many complaints from
protesters who object to his confrontational style,
above using a “white power” hand motion toward
BLM protesters.

force and the sheriff ’s office
have shown an increasing will-
ingness to issue citations for
protest-related violations.
Taken together, the two agen-
cies have issued eight cita-
tions since the NAACP
launched its legal offensive,
with Graham accounting for
six of the eight. The two agen-
cies have also logged 27 arrests
since May 25, although two of
the arrests were of the same
out-of town activist.

According to Sisk, law en-
forcement officers have some
latitude to choose whether to
issue a citation or make an
arrest for many misdemeanor-
level offenses. The police
department’s spokesman adds
that the circumstances of each
case will ultimately deter-
mine which of  the alternatives
an officer selects.

“The decision to cite vs. ar-
rest is based on multiple fac-
tors including the current
COVID protocol for the jail,
allocation of personnel, and
the severity of the crime,”
Sisk elaborated on Tuesday.
“Each case is handled indi-
vidually and decisions are

Charges
(Continued  from  page 4)

based on all avail-
able information.”

The importance
of context was ech-
oed by Byron
Tucker, a spokes-
man for the office of
Alamance County’s
sheriff. Tucker went
on to offer a case in
point from a demon-
stration last Satur-
day, where sheriff ’s
deputies charged
eight people with
misdemeanors such
as disorderly con-
duct. Of the four
people accused of
disorderly conduct,
only one got off with a cita-
tion – for reasons that Tucker
said stemmed from the
suspect’s unusual circum-
stances.

 “He had a child with him,”
he explained, “and we didn’t
feel that it was appropriate for
him to go to jail [to be booked]
with a child.”

According to Alamance
County’s district attorney
Sean Boone, the local court
system has generally ad-
dressed protest-related viola-
tions in the same way as simi-
lar misdemeanor-level of-
fenses.

“We don’t give them special
consideration,” the D.A. said
in an interview Tuesday. “The
vast majority of these are mis-
demeanors, and they are being
handled as other cases are
handled… I think the vast
majority of the charges based
on these events have been non-
violent. They are not of a very
high classification of misde-
meanor.”

Boone added that, “between
the pandemic and the
[county’s] new bond policy,”
the court system’s turn-
around time has suffered
somewhat for low-level of-

fenses. Even so, the courts
have disposed of  three of  the
35 protest-related cases that
have arisen since May 25.

The court system put a pe-
riod on one of these cases on
August 4 when a judge dis-
missed a second-degree tres-
passing charge that a racial
justice activist had incurred
when he crossed a barricade
during a march in July. Two
more cases were put to bed this
past Thursday with the dis-
missal of assault charges that
had been issued against two
counterdemonstrators in
June.

Tensions mount in Graham as violent
confrontations between protesters increase

(See RISING TENSION,  PAGE 12)

(Continued  from  page 1)

erate monument, for Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump, as well
as their opposition to the
“Black Lives Matter” move-
ment.

The escalating tensions be-
tween these rival camps are
demonstrable enough to have
drawn the attention and con-
cern of  both law enforcement
agencies.

Daniel Sisk, a lieutenant
with the city’s police depart-
ment, has noticed signs of the
growing hostility, based on the
criminal charges that his
agency has issued for protest-
related offenses:

“We have seen an increase
in the frequency of incidents
and charges as it relates to
downtown demonstrations,”
Sisk told The Alamance
News earlier this week.
“These charges mostly in-
volve interactions between
those with opposing view-
points along with interac-
tions with law enforcement.

“Generally the protests re-
main peaceful when those
with opposing viewpoints are
not present,” he added. “There
is an increase in the number
of charges when both groups

are present…the nature of the
offenses seems to remain con-
sistent, though.”

Byron Tucker, a spokesman
for Alamance County’s sher-
iff, acknowledges that he, too,
has observed a shift in the
character of downtown dem-
onstrations since May. Tucker
said that the change was par-
ticularly apparent on Satur-
day, when the sheriff ’s office
and the city’s police depart-
ment charged 10 people with
criminal violations during a
demonstration marred by vi-
cious encounters between ri-
val protesters.

“This past protest included
the most vocal of the demon-
strators [from each side],” he
added.

Sheriff Terry Johnson,
sometimes target of some of
the Black Lives Matter dem-
onstrators himself, sees the
situation “getting worse.”

“I think some of the protest-
ers have lost sight of  the origi-
nal reasons for their demon-
strations,” the sheriff said,
and, in the process, are giving
“peaceful protesters” a black
eye in public perception.

Likewise, the sheriff ’s No.
2, chief  deputy Cliff  Parker,
echoed the growing problem.

“They’re ramping up to get
more and more serious epi-
sodes.”

That’s one of the reasons
this past Saturday’s demon-
stration ended up with the
most arrests (10) of any event
held since the protests started
following the death of George
Floyd in Minneapolis on May
25.

Johnson leveled some of his
harshest reaction against
those from outside Alamance
County.  He listed the so-called
pro-Confederate statue loyal-
ists from Pittsboro as part of
the problem.  “They’re coming
up here,” he said, referring to
some activists from Chatham
County, “to cause problems.”

Meanwhile, various protest-
ers interviewed by the news-
paper insisted that the
“rebels,” as they often referred
to them, are engaging in con-
stant harassment, intimida-
tion, and name-calling – in-
cluding referring to black
demonstrators by the N-word.

For instance, it is two
white Confederate sympathiz-
ers who have recently drawn
weapons-related charges.

Initially, the two groups of-
ten faced off across the street
from one another, with the

“rebels” often occupying the
area of Graham’s Sesquicen-
tennial Park, on the north-
west corner of  Court Square,
while protesters have gravi-
tated toward being immedi-
ately around the courthouse
itself and the statue on the
north side.

However, the ability of  law
enforcement to keep the two
sides apart has been compli-
cated, the sheriff says, by the
involvement of  federal judge
in Greensboro, who has
blocked some of the county’s
provisions for overseeing the
security of the monument and
around the courthouse.

In particular, and ironically,
the sheriff  notes, the permit
provisions to which the
NAACP objected in its recent
lawsuit against the city and
county would allow the pro-
testers to have their own pro-
tected protest “zone,” on the
courthouse grounds, which
would enable the sheriff ’s of-
fice to keep counter-protesters
from interacting with them.

However, because there is
no permit, there is no “exclu-
sive” area for either protest-
ers or counter-protesters.

As a result, each side has
taken to having some of  its

adherents roam among “the
opposition,” sometimes at-
tempting to provoke a re-
sponse.  [See separate story in
this week’s edition.]

In general, law enforcement
cannot stop any such activity
as long as it is confined to
words, even if shouted or
screamed at the other side,
even with a bullhorn, and even
if the words are profane or
otherwise generally offensive,
the sheriff explained.

The department is consider-
ing “tightening down” on
some episodes that involve
violating “the personal space”
of someone subject to such
harassment.  General rheto-
ric, explained chief deputy
Cliff  Parker, is protected, but
there are occasions when
harsh rhetoric directed to-
ward a specific individual
could trigger a citation or ar-

rest; additionally, the proxim-
ity of the protester’s interac-
tion with a counter-protester
may become a factor.

“Physical intimidation or
restriction on the move-
ments” of someone being ha-
rassed by one or more protest-
ers might also trigger a law
enforcement response, Parker
elaborated.

For the most part, however,
law enforcement officers them-
selves have to tolerate the ver-
bal abuse from protesters.
Last week, as Graham police
arrested Kani Adon Bynum
from Greensboro, two protest-
ers with bullhorns – Regis
Kishon Green of Durham and
Ann Humphreys from
Carrboro, respectively – ha-
rassed and heckled police of-
ficers as they attempted to
subdue and arrest Bynum,

Photos here and on page 4 courtesy of Elon Univer-
sity professor Anthony Crider unless credited other-
wise.

 A march on Saturday in Graham attracted about 250 Black Lives Matter supporters.  In middle photo,
Danny Baize and Melissa Marie King County waved Trump flags as a counterpoint during one Court
Square protest.  At bottom,  counter-protesters had converted a “Black Lives Matter” poster into one
reading “Crack Lives Matter,” as a way of taunting protesters.

Amy Collier Cooper of Burlington has been a frequent protester at various
Black Lives Matter rallies and demonstrations in Graham.



who had run away when they
attempted to question him
about an assault at the court-
house.

Both Johnson and Parker
pointed to the presence of
“leaders” among the protest-
ers and counter-protesters
who they see manipulating

their adherents on both sides,
attempting to spark some con-
frontation and then backing
away “into the shadows”
while their comrades end up
with the charges for an as-
sault or disorderly conduct.

“We see this moving toward
violent confrontations,” the
sheriff said.

Asked how the department
might try to de-escalate the
tensions between the two
sides, Johnson said, “Some
don’t want to be de-escalated,”
pointing instead to situations

that are “evolving into chaos.”
In order to calm tensions,

Johnson suggested that “rea-
sonable leaders within the
community” need to get more
involved, and in particular,
need to tell some of the out-
siders to stay away.

Johnson expressed con-
cerns about an event coming
up at the end of the month, on
Halloween, October 31, involv-
ing Rev. Gregory
Drumwright, a Greensboro
pastor and activist who has
already conducted one march,
from Burlington to Graham,
on July 11.

Drumwright has been in
many of the hot spots of pro-
test thus far in 2020: Minne-
apolis, where Floyd was killed;
in Talladega in support of
black NASCAR driver Bubba
Wallace; in Houston; and in
Atlanta.

 More recently, he was ar-
rested in Kenosha, Wisconsin
last month for a curfew viola-
tion in the midst of racial
unrest in that city.

 The July 11 march on Gra-
ham was largely peaceful with
only two arrests; one of those
charges was dismissed this
week.  However, the sheriff
pointed to the potentially com-
bustible confluence of factors
that cause concern: a Satur-
day night, Halloween, masked
demonstrators (and poten-
tially counter-protesters), and
the weekend before an al-
ready-charged election.

Rising
tension
(Continued from page 5)


