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Dan
Ingle

Leonard
Harrison Curriculum/Academics/Student & School

Performance
1. Rank in order of relative importance the following goals
for the school system.
a. increasing student test scores on the SAT and other
standardized tests
b. acquiring computers and other technology for use in
student instruction
c. bolstering student skills in traditional areas such as read-
ing and writing ability
d. expanding curriculum to include more offerings along
the lines of music, dance, and foreign language
e. providing special instruction for gifted students and for
students with learning disabilities.
2. Is the ABSS academic curriculum generally adequate?
2a. What academic area(s), if any, do you think needs the
most improvement within the Alamance-Burlington schools?
[25 word limit]

3. School performance throughout the school system, as
measured by state standards, has declined, particularly
following the Covid-19 shutdown from March 2020 until
March 2021, with nearly half of ABSS schools receiving D
or F performance grades from the state and only one
getting an A during the 2021-2022 school year. What, in
your view, should be done to improve academic perfor-
mance? [50 word limit]

4. A statewide survey earlier this year revealed that 37.62
percent of ABSS teachers said their students were three to
six months behind where they would be in a normal school
year due to the pandemic; and 39.87 percent of ABSS
teachers estimated that their students were a year behind
where they would be during a typical school year.  What
would you suggest to help students recover academically
from the “learning losses” experienced as a result of the
yearlong school shutdown due to Covid-19? [50 word
limit]

5. Do you believe that students of all races, ethnicities, and
socioeconomic backgrounds can meet academic perfor-
mance targets set by the state?
5a. If no, please explain why not.  [25 word limit]

6. There are various “socially-conscious” curriculums
being circulated among school systems nationally and pro-
posed for some North Carolina school systems.  These
include “The 1619 Project,” as well as the “Black Lives
Matter Year of Purpose” and what some observers have
termed Critical Race Theory. Would you support or op-
pose the use of these kinds of materials and activities, if
proposed for ABSS?
6a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

7. Which do you believe should be a higher priority for the
school system: new curriculums, such as those noted
above, or a focus on the fundamentals of academic
achievement?
8. Do you feel it is appropriate or inappropriate to provide
sexually-explicit books in ABSS school libraries or to
incorporate them into classroom instruction?
8a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

8b. Do you support or oppose the superintendent’s recent
decision to remove the book Gender Queer from the
Western High School library because of its sexually-explicit
content?
8c. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

Funding/Facilities
9. Do you feel that the annual level of funding that the
county provides for ABSS is adequate?
9a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

9b. If not adequate, are you willing to advocate that the
property tax rate be raised in order to provide additional
funding?
10. In your view, what are the greatest funding needs that
you believe ABSS has? [25 word limit]

12. Please prioritize which, if any, of these potential ex-
penditures you would support?
a. hiring high school athletic trainers each ABSS high school
b. expanding the number of media specialists/librarians
c. ensuring that each ABSS school has a school resource
officer
d. hiring tutors to assist K-3 students
e. renovating/expanding athletic facilities and/or fields
f. __________ [Other, please specify]
g. _________  [Other, please specify]
1st  ______2nd ______3rd  ______
13. Alamance County voters approved a $150 million bond
package for ABSS in November 2018; half of the eight
projects it will fund are for renovations and construction to
increase capacity at the high school level.  Do you antici-
pate the need for another bond referendum for repairs
and expansions at other grade levels?

Chuck
Marsh

Charles
Parker

Avery
Wagoner

Seneca
Rogers

(Voters may vote for 3)

1.

1.c
2.e
3.a
4.d
5.b

2. Yes.
2a.  Reading and math.
The N.C. Department of
Public Instruction sets the
curriculum and instructional
management, for the most
part.

3. We’ve got to bring back
our classrooms to normal-
ization seen prior to Covid.
Teachers are working hard
to come up with innovative
ways to succeed in this en-
deavor. We’ve also got to
focus on improving schools
with high economically dis-
advantaged populations, of
which there are several
examples.
4. Again, we’re seeing
teachers thinking outside the
box in their teaching of cur-
riculum in order to make the
curriculum more interesting.
ABSS is releasing media
success stories almost daily.
CTE curriculum is just as
challenging to teachers, stu-
dents and parents as “No
Child Left Behind’ in regards
to testing.

5. No.

5a. The one common de-
nominator seems to be
schools that have a higher
percentage of students with
an economic disadvantage
have lower scores.

6.  Oppose.

6a.This is the 21st Century!
Although not perfect, we’ve
made great strides in race
relations. Instead of divid-
ing, let’s have dialog that
brings us together.

7.  Fundamentals.

8. Inappropriate.

8a. The State has policy
and laws with regards to
parental rights concerning
sex education provided to
their children. Sexually ex-
plicit books should be the
same.
8b. Support.

8c. I agree with his deci-
sion and his remark that this
book was in fact borderline
pornographic, having no
place in our schools.

9. Yes

9a. The commissioners
have worked well with the
school board in recent
years in terms of funding.
Growth will dictate any pos-
sible changes.
9b. No.

10. We need to be prepared
for unforeseen expenses
not covered in budget for
new high school, as well as
upkeep on existing older
school buildings.

12.
1st. c
2nd. a
3rd. e

13. No.

1.

1. c.
2. e.
3. a.
4. b.
5. d.

2. Yes.
2a. Core subjects (ELA,
Math, Science) need most
improvement by reducing
class size by hiring more
teachers - will improve stu-
dent-teacher ratio to allow
individualized instruction.
3. To improve academic
performance, we have to
know where to start, or
where students are aca-
demically.  Need to meet
them where they are, move
forward. It’s important to re-
member every student
learns at own pace, to try
and speed up process to
catch them up after the shut-
down is unrealistic.
4. Instead of making stu-
dents and teachers play
“catch up” after year of
learning loss, state should
have adjusted curriculum to
meet students where they
were upon returning from
shutdown. Asking students
to learn two grade levels of
curriculum in one academic
year is unrealistic, can
cause irreparable damage
in future.
5. No.

 5a. Some kids do not have
access to basic tools for
academic success:
parent(s) to help with home-
work, limited internet ac-
cess, foundational skills
necessary for success.
6. Oppose.

6a. I believe these types of
curriculums bring division
into school system which
already has a racial divide
right now. Let’s focus on
getting basics taught.

7. Fundamentals.

8. Inappropriate.

8a. As a school system we
are responsible for reading
content provided in school
libraries and impact on chil-
dren, who are known to be
quite impressionable.

  8b. Support.

8c. The illustrations are car-
toon-like and directed to-
ward a younger audience
that does not have formal
reasoning ability to under-
stand what they are seeing
and/or reading.
9. Yes.

9a. However, I would ad-
vocate to increase the
teacher supplement taking
ABSS into the Top 10 in
North Carolina for competi-
tive teacher pay.
9b. No.

10. Highly qualified teach-
ers, but I think we can find
the money within our cur-
rent budget after a detailed
external audit.

12.
1st d.
2nd a.
3rd c.

13. Not sure.

1.

1. c.
2. d.
3. e.
4. a.
5. b.

2. Yes.
2a. Reading needs special
focus. The percentage of
students showing grade-
level proficiency for read-
ing in middle school and
high school have declined
from 2020-2021 rates.
3. 1. Fully assess learning
loss in ABSS. 2. Implement
“lean-in” time for focused in-
tervention and engagement
with students to provide
small-group support as a
surrogate for intensive tu-
toring. 3. Focus on building
and expanding IT infra-
structure to engage, sup-
port, and facilitate parental
involvement with education.
4. I would (1) assess gaps
across students based on
NC standards, (2) imple-
ment small-group focused
intervention time across stu-
dent populations in a se-
quential, collaborative ap-
proach across schools, and
(3) develop and share in-
formation and next actions
with parents through an
online parent portal to rein-
force learning gains.
5. No.

5a. Students from very low
socioeconomic circum-
stances face significant chal-
lenges to academic perfor-
mance. Some of these chal-
lenges fall beyond the
reach of the school system.
6. Oppose.

6a. ABSS needs to focus on
core academic subjects to
minimize learning gaps.
Additions to the curriculum
would require core instruc-
tional time to be reduced.

7. Fundamentals.

8. Inappropriate.

8a. There is considerable
evidence that exposure to
sexually explicit material in-
creases risky sexual be-
havior in adolescents. Par-
ents can provide access to
these materials as desired.
8b. Support.

8c. See 8a. Also, Addition-
ally, access to sexually-ex-
plicit material in schools is
opposed by sizable majori-
ties of parents, voters, and
citizens.

9. Yes.

 9a. The current budget met
the most important needs for
ABSS, especially safety.

9b. –

10. The two largest funding
needs are providing ongo-
ing funding for SROs and
keeping the teacher supple-
ment competitive.

12.
1st c.
2nd f, teacher supplement.
3rd a.

13. No.

1.

1. c.
2. a.
3. e
4. d.
5. b.

2. Yes.
2a. ABSS follows state stan-
dards. ABSS should con-
tinue to expand our CTEC,
financial literacy, early read-
ing and writing offerings.

3. Following the pandemic
we need to reinforce the
fundamentals by providing
our teachers resources
they need to improve stu-
dents’ academic growth and
performance. To improve
academic performance, we
must also address emotional
and mental health of our stu-
dents and staff.

4. To help students recover
I first want to learn what
teachers & students ob-
serve in the classroom.
Some suggestions shared
already with me to improve
learning include; smaller
class sizes, tutoring, hiring
more support staff and
strengthen community part-
nerships.

5. Yes.

5a. N.A.

6. No response.

6a. These curriculums are
targeted at higher educa-
tion. ABSS can support age
appropriate curriculums
that reflect the diverse ex-
periences of our commu-
nity.
7. Fundamentals.

8. No response.

8a. ABSS has policies that
have proven effective in
maintaining appropriate
book offerings and any chal-
lenges.

8b. No response.

8c. ABSS has policies that
have proven effective in
maintaining appropriate
book offerings and any chal-
lenges.

9. Yes.

9a.The board has made
strides to work with the
county commissioners on
funding and I would con-
tinue this work on behalf of
our schools.
9b. –

10. Competitive teachers’
salaries; support services
(support staff, guidance
counselors, etc.); facility
maintenance and upgrades
Critical resources for stu-
dent performance.
12.
1st All expenditures listed are
needed.

13. Yes.

1.

1. c.
2. a.
3. b.
4. e.
5. d.

2. Yes.
2a. I would like to see more
classes/academies like the
finance academy at Will-
iams.

3. Listen to communities and
staff. We need to recruit
teachers that look like the
kids they are teaching.  Pro-
vide them with an incentive
to be here and make a dif-
ference.   Provide support
in classrooms so teachers
can concentrate on teach-
ing.

4. Invest in future. Provide
funding that helps get
caught up in classroom.
Elect officials that will make
difference.  We did not get
here in a day and are not
going to get out in a day.
Our state and county are
below average in per pupil
spending - needs change.

5. Yes.

5a. N.A.

6. Oppose.

6a. I do not support any
agenda that makes one
child feel inferior to the next.

7. Fundamentals.

8. Inappropriate.

8a. No response.

8b. Support.

8c. I trust Dr. Butler in mak-
ing this decision as the book
was sexually explicit.

9. No.

9a. We are below the state
average and must compete
with surrounding counties
for staffing.  This needs to
change.

  9b. No.

10. Invest into our staff and
schools.  Provide extra
staffing in those schools who
are underperforming in or-
der to improve scores.

12.
1st  c.
2nd d.
3rd  a.

13. Yes.

1. Refused to respond.

2. Refused to respond.
2a. Refused to respond.

3. Refused to respond.

4. Refused to respond.

5. Refused to respond.

5a. Refused to respond.

6. efused to respond.

6a. Refused to respond.

7. Refused to respond.

8. Refused to respond.

8a. Refused to respond.

8b. Refused to respond.

8c. Refused to respond.

9. Refused to respond.

9a. Refused to respond.

9b. Refused to respond.

10. Refused to respond.

12. Refused to respond.

13. Refused to respond.
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13a. The other four projects
were helpful in bringing some
of our other schools up to
grade. With that being said,
we need to keep a close eye
on the possible increased
growth our county is in the
process of experiencing, par-
ticularly in the east and south.

14. Oppose.

14a. Covid had major im-
pact, where redistricting
should be limited. Atten-
dance has increased,
where six of seven high
schools will be over capac-
ity. Interest has waned.
15. Support.

15a. We’ll have to have this
in order to keep the two
schools traditional.

16.  Making sure students
understand safety mea-
sures. Supervision at all
times outside the buildings
(bus loading, etc.) Yearly
funding for SRO’s at all
schools.
16a. Oppose.

16b. Oppose.

16c. Maintain.

16d. Currently, all schools
have or will have SRO’s.
They need to be maintained
at all schools.

16e. N/A

16f. ABSS

17. Support.  I support
school choice for parents. If
we can reduce parental
concerns (low test scores,
disciplinary problems, etc.),
we can lower interest in
charter schools.
18. Support.

18a. Unfortunately, our sys-
tem is in competition with
nearby systems doing
same for these very hard
to fill positions, and this
weighed on the
superintendent’s decision.
19.No.

19a. We need to focus on
ways to fix those schools with
high percentages of eco-
nomically disadvantaged stu-
dents. In looking over test
scores for elementary, middle
and high schools, it appears
that number one common de-
nominator is number of so-
cially disadvantaged in that
school district. Instead of mov-
ing, concentrate on fixing!
19b. No.

20. Teachers need support
of principals, who have
support of administration,
who have support of
Board. Students need to
understand unruly behav-
ior won’t be tolerated.

21. Support

21b. Common sense. That’s
what I recommended also.

21c. N/A.

13a. Any type of tax in-
crease or bond referendum
would be my last resort. If
elected, I would like to look
hard at the budget and fu-
ture projected population
increases for Alamance
County.

14. Oppose.

14a. I have it on good au-
thority almost 5,000
people took survey with
80% saying they did not
want specialty schools.  I will
honor parents’ voice.

15. Support.

15a. Again, I support the
choice of the parents plus
sending students to school
more than 20 minutes from
their home is ludicrous.

16. With only a 25-word
limit, I can’t even begin to
cover it…

16a. Support. I would sup-
port with proper training
from local law enforcement.
16b. Support. I would sup-
port with proper training
and background checks
from local law enforcement.
16c. Maintain.

16d. All schools now have
a full-time SRO, I feel we
should maintain the status
quo for the safety of our stu-
dents and staff.
16e. I do not support a re-
duction! I would actually like
to look at an increase in
SROs for schools that have
a greater student popula-
tion or schools with safety
issues such as gang affilia-
tions, drugs, etc.
16f. Whatever it takes to fund
SRO program either ABSS
or combination of ABSS and
municipalities.
17. Support. A one-size fits
all education does not work
for every child. Parents
need to have options for
their child’s educational op-
portunities.

18. Both.

18a. I can understand why
the bonus was necessary,
however I believe a reten-
tion bonus for current staff
should have been put in
place.

19. No.

19a. In my opinion this type
of redistricting hurts us in
achieving community/pa-
rental support.  Many par-
ents purchase homes in the
area they want their kids to
go to school and we just
randomly go against the
parents’ wishes, busing
kids 20 minutes down the
road seems crazy to me.

19b. Not Sure.   Going back
to recent survey, I stand with
80% of parents didn’t like
current lines.
20. Classroom discipline is
essential for school safety
to provide positive learning
environment for students.
Discipline should follow Stu-
dent Code of Conduct
throughout ABSS schools
consistently.
21. Support.

21b. The name chosen is
representative of the area/
community in Alamance
County the school will
serve.  It was also the over-
whelming winner of a com-
munity survey.
21c. —

13a. If you answered yes, please identify where you see
the greatest needs and why. [50 word limit.]

14. The 2018 bond package also included funding that
was to be used to convert Graham and Cummings high
schools from traditional, comprehensive high schools into
specialty schools.  (Cummings would be converted to a
specialty school of the arts, initially serving students in
grades six through 12; Graham would be converted to a
specialty skilled trades school/expanded early college
program.)  Do you support or oppose the conversion of
these two high schools into specialty schools?
14a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

15. Do you support or oppose the superintendent’s recent
proposal to develop attendance boundaries for Cummings
and Graham high schools in order to have seven tradi-
tional high schools?
15a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

School Safety
16. The issue of school safety has many dimensions.  What,
if any, ideas do you have to improve school safety for
ABSS? [25 word limit]

16a. Specifically, would you support or oppose allowing
teachers to be armed?

16b. Some areas have discussed the idea of allowing
armed volunteers (with proper gun-safety training) to pa-
trol on local school campuses.  Would you support or
oppose that concept?
16c.In 2020, several community members called on school
board members to defund the School Resource Officers
(SROs) who work in ABSS schools – similar to calls to
defund police that swept the country that year – and to
redirect funding for SROs to other priorities.  Should ABSS
reduce, eliminate, maintain, or increase the number of
schools with SROs?
16d. Why?  [25 word limit]

16e. If you support a reduction in the number of SROs, or
their elimination altogether, how would you suggest the
school system ensure a safe climate on school campuses?
[50 word limit]

16f. Which jurisdiction(s) should be responsible, financially,
for paying for SROs in ABSS schools?
ABSS     Cities (for police) and county (for sheriff’s office)
Policy
17. In general do you support or oppose the concept of
allowing additional public charter schools to be developed
and started in Alamance County?  [25 word limit]

18. The current superintendent has instituted a $10,000
“bonus” in order to recruit teachers for certain hard-to-fill
positions – specifically: • Middle and high school Career
and Technical Education;• Middle and high school math
and science;• Core classroom teachers in Title I elemen-
tary schools;• Exceptional children’s teachers;• Speech
and language pathologists; occupational therapists; and
psychologists.Do you support or oppose this policy?
18a. What effect, if any, do you think such incentives will
have on existing ABSS teachers?. [25 word limit]

19. There has been some discussion and debate about
whether providing greater “socioeconomic” balance at
various schools is an appropriate purpose for redistricting
or school assignment.  In your judgment, is achieving so-
cioeconomic balance an appropriate purpose for redis-
tricting or school assignment?
19a. Why or why not? [50 word limit]

19b. In practice, is “socioeconomic” balance a substitute
for trying to achieve racially-based assignments and/or
“racial balance” at certain schools?

20. How significant is the issue of maintaining classroom
discipline – both as a potential factor in retaining teachers
and in establishing an academic climate where students
can learn?  [25 word limit]

21. Recently, the school board voted to name the new
high school under construction off NC 119 “Southeast High
School.”  Would you have voted to support or oppose that
name for the new high school?
21b. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

21c. If oppose, what name would you have supported?

13a. —

14. Oppose.

14a. Parents are over-
whelmingly against enroll-
ing their children in these
specialty schools. County
enrollment growth requires
the full capacity of these two
high schools.
15. Support.

15a. The anticipated enroll-
ment growth in the county
over the next decade means
we need the capacity of both
Graham and Cummings as
traditional high schools.
16. I would form a district-
wide task force, including
local law enforcement part-
ners, to perform walk-
throughs of schools for
comprehensive threat as-
sessment.
16a. Oppose.

16b. Oppose.

16c. Maintain.

16d. I support current level
of one SRO per school. After
a year, we can evaluate if
specific schools would ben-
efit from an additional SRO.
16e. –

16f. ABSS.

17. Support.

18. Support.

18a. The teachers I have
spoken with understand the
need, especially since sur-
rounding counties are offer-
ing a bonus. The teacher
shortage is an ongoing is-
sue.
19. Yes.

19a. Socioeconomic status
is one of the many factors
that should be considered
for redistricting. I think that
redistricting should also im-
pact the smallest number of
families.

19b. No.

20. Discipline is a critical is-
sue for the reasons in the
question. I support the su-
perintendent, who reiterated
the district’s “no tolerance”
policy for certain behaviors.

21. Oppose.

21b. I think that the name is
not distinctive enough and
does not represent any as-
pect of the history of
Alamance County.

21c. Hawfields High School.

13a. The joint facility task
force addressed capital
needs and forecast the
needs of our schools; we
need to continue to work on
this with all schools at ev-
ery grade level. We need
at least 2-3 elementary
schools with our community
growth.
14. Oppose.

14a. I oppose this proposal
because there wasn’t a
clear vision where ad-
equate details to understand
what these specialty schools
would look like in ABSS.

15. Support.

15a. No response.

16. A school safety task force,
which includes teachers, ad-
ministration, law enforcement,
counselors, social workers,
mental health professionals
and other school staff, work
on clear safety plans.
16a. Oppose.

16b. Oppose.

16c. Maintain.

16d. We currently have an
SRO in every school.

16e. –

16f. Cities (for police) and
county (for sheriff’s office).

17. Oppose.

18. Support.

18a. Yes, it will have an im-
pact, it is why we need to
make sure we offer reten-
tion bonuses and support
for our current teachers,
too.

19. Yes.

19a. The Federal Supreme
Court ruled on this issue
and allows socioeconomic
balance to be a reason for
redistricting.

19b. No response.

20. I support continued
training with the teachers
and school staff on class-
room discipline. We must
make sure our schools are
safe for teachers and stu-
dents.

21. Support.

21b. —

21c. —

13a. Alamance is growing.
There will be a need for
other facilities in the future.
We cannot continue having
deferred maintenance ei-
ther.  We need to be pre-
pared for our growth.

14. Oppose.

14a. There is not enough
interest from the community
and we cannot have ex-
pensive facilities not being
utilized.

15. Support.

15a. Not enough interest in
alternatives.  We do need
to redistrict but be very in-
tentional in doing so.

16. SRO’s was a good
start.  Cameras at every
entrance/exit. All outward
facing doors open from in-
side only except main en-
trance. Secured windows.

16a. Oppose.

16b. Oppose.

16c. Increase.

16d. No education without
safety. Every school with
SRO and also extra patrols
externally as well.

16e. —

16f. ABSS.

17. Oppose. Invest more
into what we already have
to provide an education to
all of our students.

18. Support.

18a. Concern, but we need
to recruit and this is a good
place to start. Next we will
need to consider retention
pay as well.

19. No.

19a. Not as the sole pur-
pose.  Other factors need
to be considered as well.

19b. No.

20. Of utmost importance.
Principals must support
teachers in providing disci-
pline in the classroom.

21. Support.

21b. The board heard from
the community and made
the choice so I support the
board in doing so.

21c. —
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Ingle

Leonard
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Parker

Avery
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13a. Refused to respond.

14. Refused to respond.

14a. Refused to respond.

15. Refused to respond.

15a. Refused to respond.

16. Refused to respond.

16a. Refused to respond.

16b. Refused to respond.

16c. Refused to respond.

16d. Refused to respond.

16e.Refused to respond.

16f. Refused to respond.

17. Refused to respond.

18. Refused to respond.

18a. Refused to respond.

19. Refused to respond.

19a. Refused to respond.

19b. Refused to respond.

20. Refused to respond.

21. Refused to respond.

21b. Refused to respond.

21c. Refused to respond.




