
Charlie
Beasley

Dejuana
Bigelow

Celo
Faucette

Bob
Ward

BURLINGTON MUNICIPAL ELECTION – FOR MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

QUESTIONS
Tax rate, spending, fund balance
1. Is Burlington’s tax rate too high, too low, or about right?
1a. At what level (cents per $100 valuation) should the
city’s tax rate be set?
2. What area(s) of city spending do you feel should be
considered for increases or reductions? [50 word limit]

Council terms, elections
3. In some N.C. cities, city council races are held based on
geographic areas or districts, often referred to as “wards,”
within the city. Would you support or oppose a move to-
ward city council elections based on ward, or district, rep-
resentation?

4. In some N.C. cities, city council and mayoral candidates
run for office on a partisan basis, rather than, as in
Burlington, on a non-partisan basis.  Would you support
or oppose a move toward elections in Burlington based on
political party?
5. Would you favor expanding the number of members on
the city council?
5a. If so, to what number?

6. As a non-partisan member of the city council, how much,
if at all, do you believe you should become involved in
partisan elections and/or partisan political issues? [50 word
limit]

Policy Issues
7. Some North Carolina cities have adopted ordinances in
recent years that seek to ban discrimination within their
jurisdictions based on sexual orientation (i.e., lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and queer people) in public ac-
commodations and employment.  Does Burlington need
such an ordinance?
7a. Would you vote for or against such an ordinance?

8. In general, do you support or oppose using taxpayer
money as an incentive to attract industry to Burlington?

8a. In general, do you support or oppose using taxpayer
money as an incentive to keep existing industries in
Burlington?

8b. If support (for either #9 or 9a), what types of incentive(s)
would you advocate? [50 words or less]

9. How do you assess the operation of Burlington’s bus
system?  [50 word limit]

9a.  Specifically, how is the bus system going to be finan-
cially sustainable in the long term? [25 word limit]

10. What, if anything, can the city do to encourage “afford-
able housing”? [50-word limit]

10a./b. Are you willing to a. spend city tax dollars and, if
necessary,b.  raise property taxes, in order to have the
city more involved in the issue?

11. How do you assess Burlington’s racial climate/race
relations? [50-word limit]

1. About right.
1a. --
2. Burlington must continue
to make critical investments in
infrastructure specifically in af-
fordable housing, high-speed
data/fiber/5G, economic de-
velopment sites and transpor-
tation. These are critical to
developing and attracting
high-quality jobs to our city.
All expenses must be appro-
priate and should fit with the
long-term strategy for our
economic development
plans.

3. Support.

4. Support.

5. Yes.

5a. 7.

6. By statute, the “non-par-
tisan” limit only applies to
party affiliation on the voting
ballot. Political parties pro-
vide important organiza-
tional value to our American
Democracy, and I am a
member of them. At their
best, they seek to ensure
good collaborative conver-
sation and representation
for marginalized voters.

7. Yes.

7a. For.

8. Support.

8a. Support.

8b. I support a broad, inno-
vative, and flexible range of
incentives, grants, and gap
funding options that enable
our community to compete
for new business, support
existing businesses, and
meet the unique needs of
small and medium sized
start-up companies. Com-
panies that starts here in-
vest the most in our commu-
nity.
9. Burlington’s Link Transit
system is a proactive tool
that helps residents without
transportation meet their
daily needs/goals. Reliable
way to maintain employ-
ment, attend doctor visits,
visit the pharmacy, shop for
groceries, enroll for classes
at Alamance Community
College and shop with local
businesses.
9a. The economic impact of
Link Transit is measured in
jobs, business investment,
and human productivity. It
helps put people back to
work in our community.

10. Our current council has
remained silent on the hous-
ing crisis in Burlington. Resi-
dents who work in
Burlington should be able
to live in Burlington. We must
work together to find viable
options. Although it’s com-
plicated, addressing the is-
sue should be at the top of
the agenda.

10a. Yes.
10b. No.

11. Burlington’s mar-
ginalized residents and
neighborhoods have suf-
fered overwhelming neglect
by Burlington City Council
members for decades. Ma-
jority of our current council
members have served in
this leadership role for 10
years or more.

1. Too high.
1a. 45¢
2.
Increase: Community
development. Decrease:
Downtown renovation

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. 6.

6. Nonpartisan office
holders should be neutral
on divisive political issues.
I don’t want to be involved
in any partisan
controversies.

7. No.

7a. Against.

8. Support.

8a. Support.

8b. I would advocate
incentives based on the
number of jobs and the tax
revenue that the company
proposes to bring to the city.

9. The bus system was
needed for transportation
in and around the city. It
helped a lot of people
during Covid.

9a. The city should
continue to obtain state and
federal grants to fund the
Link Transit’s operations.

10. We can work with
landlords and owners of
property to use sweat
equity for remodeling
homes that are vacant –
particularly for veterans
and the homeless.

10a. No.
10b. No.

11. There’s a need for
improvement in race
relations with the police
department and city hall.
Now that the police
department is at full staff, I
want to see officers get out
of their cars and walk into
the communities they’re
patrolling.

1.  About right.
1a. 48.36¢.
2.
Increased: Resurfacing/
paving streets. Upgrades to
wastewater treatment facili-
ties.

Decreased:  None that I am
currently aware.

3.I would recommend a ref-
erendum to allow citizens to
determine the issue of ward/
at large or combination of
these methods for election of
members for the city council.
4. Oppose.

5. Yes.

5a. 7.

6. I certainly support individu-
als exercising their first
amendment rights; however,
with respect to city elections
these should remain non par-
tisan.  Correspondingly, is-
sues before the city council
should continue to be openly
addressed and decided
upon all relevant consider-
ations and not determined
and/or resolved based only
by partisan principles/phi-
losophy.
7. No ordinances are nec-
essary; the city is in compli-
ance with all applicable laws
regarding sexual orienta-
tion.

7a. N/A.

8. Support.

8a. Support.

8b. I support incentives
such as extension of water/
sewer lines, site prepara-
tion for industrial properties,
grants or loans for rehabili-
tation of commercial prop-
erties, acquisition and hold-
ing of property for industrial
use, etc. and as otherwise
authorized by NCGS Sec-
tion 158-7.1

9. I believe Burlington’s bus
system is reaching and serv-
ing our population, either
completely without or without
consistent necessary access
to private transportation.  The
bus system provides the
transportation needs for this
population for employment,
medical appointments, and
securing food and other life
necessities.
9a.  Long term sustainability
of the bus system will be de-
pendent upon federal sub-
sidies.  Not likely to become
self supporting.

10. To address affordable
housing, I would (1) coop-
erate with BHA to explore
approaches to providing
housing; (2) continue to use
CDBG funds; (3) consider
amendments to the UDO to
encourage private develop-
ment such as, for example.
“tiny houses” (4) explore in-
centives such as waivers of
inspection fees and water/
sewer taps.

10a./b.  Conduct a study to
determine what types of
housing and/or assistance
are needed and what meth-
ods of finance (such as
bond referendum) would be
required.
11. Based on my perspec-
tive from everyday interac-
tions, I believe racial rela-
tions are generally good.
From a broader perspec-
tive, however, I believe we
need to continue to work on
improving racial relation-
ships.

1. Too high.
 1a. 41.42¢.
2. Increased: Economic
development, city mainte-
nance and related staffing,
first responders (police, fire
& EMS), as well as infra-
structure and beautification
updates.

    Decreased: Public
transportation and inspec-
tions.

3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. No.

5a. —

6. While the office is non-
partisan, individual should
not be limited to non-parti-
san participation. …as long
as decisions are made with
best interests of Burlington
in mind, party affiliation
should not matter outside
of the position. Unity with-
out bowing to the sometimes
poisonous natures of di-
vided parties should be the
goal.

7. No. There are already
state and federal mandates
in place addressing these
issues.

7a. Against. As I already
stated, this is addressed
above the city level.
8. Support. With obvious
limitations. The taxpayer is
not an angel investor.

8a. Support. Extremely lim-
ited in scope, and only
where it makes sense to
prevent mass job loss.
 8b. Basic tax incentives
with little/no taxpayer im-
pact, infrastructure/service
improvements, and facilitat-
ing supporting businesses
or industries to bolster what
already exists to create a
more business-friendly en-
vironment.

9. Effective, but I am still not
sold on the overall cost. Es-
pecially where the new EV
fleet is concerned.

 9a. Excellent question. The
cost appears to have no
offset at first glance.

10. Assist private owners
in maintaining affordable
rent levels by setting better
tax rates, provide better
avenues of appeal and
application for those strug-
gling with property mainte-
nance, and better define
zoning issues like board-
ing houses and similar
dwellings.

10a. No.
10b. No.

11. Given where Burling-
ton has come from histori-
cally, the racial climate is ex-
ceptionally good. Most of
the racial issues I see are
brought here from outside
sources, and in spite of
those efforts, we have
made great strides to unify
the city, but more are
needed.

Jim
Butler

Beth
Kennett

1. About right.
1a. 48.36¢.

2.  Increased: First re-
sponder and public safety
initiatives; facilities and pro-
gramming for youth; eco-
nomic development activi-
ties in areas of need; plan-
ning for future growth with
better infrastructure and
thoroughfares.
Decreased: We should con-
tinue to reduce bureau-
cracy and inefficiencies and
rely on federal and state
funding for programs that do
not provide services to ev-
eryone.
3. Oppose.

4. Oppose.

5. No.

5a. N.A.

6. We should not engage in
partisan political issues as it
could (and has in the past)
damaged our reputation
with other elected bodies.
To create unity, we must
seek a non-partisan ap-
proach to municipal issues.
We are elected to govern
with political neutrality and
rely on collaboration and
cooperation.

7. No, The North Carolina
Equal Employment Prac-
tices Act addresses discrimi-
nation.

7a. Against.

8. Support.

8a. Support.

8b. I support incentives that
create value such as rev-
enue growth, additional
jobs, and better wages.  In-
centives should be in the
form of tax abatements
when using taxpayer dol-
lars (not cash).  Grants and
other funding mechanisms
from state and federal
sources could have
broader usage and should
be the primary source.
9. Link Transit is one of the
few systems regionally with
a growth in ridership.  Rid-
ership has been strong
since inception (2 routes at
or near full capacity).  The
need is critical to certain
sectors (specifically single
mothers) and nearly all the
expenses are covered by
Federal and State monies.

9a. Link Transit was struc-
tured providing an exit strat-
egy should Federal and
State funding end. This rev-
enue stream looks stable so
financially I see no concerns.
10. We should focus on P3
(Public, Private, Partner-
ship) initiatives to address
affordable housing needs.
Models like the
GoodHomes Communities
project to turn the Maple
Hotel into studio apartments
look promising.  Rather
than invest city dollars to
subordinate this effort I
would support Unified De-
velopment Ordinance ad-
justments to encourage pri-
vate sector participation.
10a. No.
10b.  No.

11. There are many areas
of the city that need continu-
ous improvement and racial
issues are no different.
Overall, we have many
positive attributes, more so
than most other municipali-
ties.  From policing to com-
munity outreach efforts, we
are always working to cre-
ate a United Burlington
where racial matters are
concerned.

1. Refused to answer.
1a. Refused to anwer.

2. These questions cannot
adequately be answered
with yes or no.

3. Support.

4. Support.

5. Yes.

5a. I do not have a number
in mind.
6. As Mayor, what is best
for the city should have
greater priority than parti-
san elections.

7. Yes. Discrimination, of
any kind, should not be
exercised in any instance.

7a. For.

8. Support. In general, I
don’t oppose as use of tax-
payer money if it boosts city
economy.
8a. Support. (see comments
above)

8b. Refused to answer.

9. We need public transpor-
tation.  It would be more
helpful if the system ran
more frequently.

 9a. Strategic planning for
sustainability should be on-
going.

10. There needs to be a
variety of avenues for pro-
viding more affordable
housing.  There should be
consideration of private and
public sector funds for this
development.

 10a. Yes. If city tax dollars
can be distributed for afford-
able housing while not
shorting other needs.
10b. No response.

11. We have significant
challenges with race rela-
tions in the city of Burlington.
Communities continue to be
segregated and there must
be intention in building
bridges and having conver-
sations about race and how
to overcome differences in
systems and treatment of
people.

12 The Alamance News, October 19, 2023

– Voters may select 1 for mayor –  Voters may select 2 for city council



Charlie
Beasley

Dejuana
Bigelow

Celo
Faucette

Bob
Ward

QUESTIONS

11a. I believe periodic pub-
lic forums would be helpful
in addressing racial rela-
tionships.  These would
provide opportunities for a
continuing dialogue that
could identify issues and
solutions for improving ra-
cial relationships.

12.  In 2022, the City Man-
ager established a team
headed by the Police Chief
and the Community En-
gagement Manager to ad-
dress the issues related to
the homeless in the down-
town business district..
13.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. Support.

.

14.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. *

d. Support.

e. *
*Would first like to have the
benefit of recommendations
to be provided in the forth-
coming Master Recreation
Plan regarding these is-
sues.
15. Support.

16. The same.

17. I believe our Police
Department has and con-
tinues to generally develop
plans to reduce crime and
the potential for shootings
in all areas of the city. To
help accomplish these
goals, I believe the PD is
being proactive and is cre-
ating a visible presence
where past calls for service
have been high for crime
including shootings.
18. Presently, I believe our
Police Department is effec-
tively addressing gang ac-
tivity.

19.  Currently, I believe our
Police Department is doing
an excellent job of policing
and creating positive police
relationships in black com-
munities and with increased
staffing, the police depart-
ment is providing an in-
creased police presence
throughout all areas of the
city.

20. I would rely on our
Chief of Police to evaluate
and provide an assess-
ment of the need for estab-
lishing a police substation
on the east side of the city.
The Chief’s recommenda-
tions regarding this matter
would be necessary prior
to any such consideration.
21. The community police
advisory team provides a
critical forum for communi-
cations from our citizens to
our police department.
These communications
provide an avenue for our
citizens to identify and share
their concerns with our po-
lice department.
22. I have not had any
strong disagreements with
decisions made by the
Council in the last 2-5

11a. What, if any, city policies should be changed or adopted
to improve the racial climate/race relations in the city? [50
word limit]

12.  What, if anything, should the city be doing to address
the issue of the homeless in the downtown area? [25 word
limit]

13. Earlier this year, the city council heard a presentation
that proposed to make significant changes in the downtown
area, specifically the widen sidewalks, narrow some driv-
ing lanes, and reduce the number of parking spaces in the
downtown area (eliminating 65 or 299 existing on-street
parking spaces).  In general, do you support or oppose
these concepts?
a. Widen sidewalks
b. Narrow some driving lanes
c. Reduce the number of on-street parking spaces

Recreation projects
14. City officials and some consultants working for the city
have outlined a series of potential projects that the city
should consider undertaking over the next few years.
Please indicate which of the following you would support or
oppose:
a. A skate park

b. An indoor recreation center in West Burlington
c. A specialized beach volleyball court

d. A 17-court pickleball complex at City Park (cost estimate
of $3.225 million)

e. Putting a dome over tennis courts at City Park (cost
estimate of $1.355 million)

15. City officials have also proposed a plan to expand
Burlington’s Paramount Theater renovation project that
would raise this project’s overall cost from $7 million to
$11.3 million. When this proposal comes back before the
council, would you support or oppose this additional fund-
ing?
Law Enforcement
16. In general, do you support more, the same, or less
funding for Burlington’s police department?
17. Some citizens continue to express concerns about the
shootings, especially on the east side of the city.   What is
your own assessment of Burlington’s crime rate and trends,
and how well Burlington’s police are responding to the
shootings? [50 word limit]

18. What, if anything, should the city do to reduce the threat
of gangs, and the graffiti they paint in some areas of the
city?  [25-word limit]

19.  In the past, some of Burlington’s black leaders and
black pastors have expressed concerns about what they
have considered to be an inadequate police patrol pres-
ence in east Burlington. Give your assessment of the cur-
rent status of policing and police relationships in black com-
munities of the city. [50 word limit]

20. Sheriff Terry Johnson has suggested that Burlington
should consider establishing a police sub-station on the
east side of the city, and he has volunteered that he would
contribute two deputies to being a part of the staffing there.
Would you support or oppose the idea of the city establish-
ing a police sub-station in east Burlington?

21. What, if anything, do you feel can/will be accomplished
by the community police advisory team established by the
city council sevral years ago? [25-word limit]

22. What is your area of strongest disagreement with
action(s) taken by the city council in the past 2-5 years? [50
word limit]

11a. The city should
change its hiring practices
to ensure more diversity at
city hall.

12. Some cities build tiny
homes and apartments for
homeless people who are
willing to work. I’m sure
there’s grants we can tap
for that purpose.

13.

a. Oppose.
b. Oppose.
c. Oppose.

14.

a. Oppose.
b. Support.
c. Oppose.

d. Oppose.

e. Oppose.

15. Oppose.

16. More.

17. If we can find funding to
install surveillance systems
that detect gunshots in high
crime areas, that should
help with some of the issues
the police department face.

18. If you see something,
say something.

19. Officers who patrol
certain neighborhoods do
need to get out more and
make friends with the
community to give residents
a sense of security that the
BPD is on the job.

20. Support

21. If you’re on the police
advisory board, you need
to have some sort of training
to understand what the
police do.

22. I hope the changes
going on in downtown now
are the last ones we’ll see.

11a.City Charter changes
expanding the Council to
seven members and cre-
ating 3 wards will improve
the representation of our
marginalized residents.
True representation and
power to shape decisions
within our city is the only
way to drive full economic
prosperity and represen-
tation where all residents
can reach their full poten-
tial.
12. Provide resources for
individuals that need men-
tal health and or substance
abuse treatment.

13.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. Support.

14.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. Oppose.

d. Oppose.

e. Oppose.

15. No response.

16. The same.

17. Juvenile crime rates
are alarming. There is city
owned recreation centers
located in the heart of each
area with high crimes, let’s
invest in those facilities first.
A $3.225 million investment
in pickleball courts isn’t a
bad idea but it’s not a life-
or-death investment.

18. Continue to remain
proactive and attentive.

19. Burlington has worked
very hard with community
leaders to build trust with
residents in East
Burlington. Very proud of
former chief Jeffrey
Smythe’s commitment re-
main proactive & make all
residents of Burlington a
priority. BPD’s commitment
to training and CALEA cer-
tifications sets them apart
from all agencies in
Alamance.
20. Oppose.

21.As chair of the CPAT
team, I know firsthand the
positive impact the team has
had on residents, BPD of-
ficers and staff. Great deci-
sion.

22.  Affordable housing cri-
sis, lack of Economic De-
velopment for ALL of
Burlington, lack of trans-
parency on major issues.

 11a. Most of those policies
are already in place above
city level and are applicable
at city level. You can never
improve “racial climate”
through city ordinance or
policy. It must be a
grassroots effort to under-
stand each other on a per-
sonal level; that is what
breeds unity, not city policy.

12. I honestly do not have
a good answer. There are
shelters, assistance pro-
grams, churches, etc. who
can be engaged by city to
help homeless individuals.

13.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. Support. Only if the price
tag is not absurdly expen-
sive.

14.

a. Support.

b. Support.
c. Oppose.

d. Oppose.

e. Oppose.

15. Oppose.

16. More.

17. While our police are
doing great work.
Burlington is still struggling
with an overall crime rate
that is effectively twice the
national average, due to a
myriad of issues ranging
from socioeconomic prob-
lems to drug trafficking as
well as other criminal ele-
ments from outside the city.

18. Proper staffing and
training for officers as well
as joint task force operations
with other law enforcement
bodies.

19. I have attended several
events in East Burlington
through business and have
never seen negative inter-
action during those times. I
think majority of people un-
derstand nature of commu-
nity policing, but we need
to re-develop trust between
officers and individuals that
has been disrupted by na-
tional narrative that doesn’t
apply everywhere.

20. Support.

21. It gives citizens voice,
an avenue of communica-
tion with police. It should
also serve as first level of
warning if there is a true
problem.

22. The extended period
without tax considerations
followed by an 18%+ rate
hike.

Jim
Butler

Beth
Kennett

11a.The city should always
be engaged in community
outreach initiatives to deter-
mine any racial climate/race
relations policy that may
need to be changed or im-
proved.  The recent re-
chartering of Community
Police Advisory Team is just
one example of how com-
munity engagement is work-
ing in Burlington.

12. Legally we do not have
much authority.  We should
use the authority we have
to ensure public safety
while working with provid-
ers to assist them.

13.

a. Support.
b. Support.
c. Support.Important to note
this is conceptual and work
in process.  Stance may
change based on final rec-
ommendations.
14.

a. My answer depends on
location.
b. Support.
c. Oppose.Unless part of a
larger project.
d. Oppose, unless it became
part of a more comprehen-
sive project; I would then
re-assess.
e. Oppose.

15. Support.We have re-
ceived $10 million in down-
town funding from the state.

16. More.

17.We are nearly fully
staffed at 152 officers, up
from a low of 105 in 2021.
This increase in personnel
means we can proactively
enforce laws, investigate
crime, and reduce crime.
Proper staffing means a
stronger community pres-
ence.  We must work with
the judicial system to pros-
ecute violent offenders.

18. Now that we are near
full staffing, more time should
be dedicated to policing
high crime areas to elimi-
nate the threat of gang ac-
tivity.
19. I would agree that short
staffing plagued us in recent
years, however we have
worked to become fully
staffed with a primary focus
on Community Policing and
presence in all areas.  Our
current level of staffing will
allow us to address the is-
sue and correct shortcom-
ings.

20. Support.

21.Community input is criti-
cal to proper policing.  We
recently re-chartered
CPAT creating better en-
gagement and focus so po-
lice leadership may lever-
age their input and feed-
back.

22. Most of the actions I dis-
agreed with have been
addressed over the last 2
years.  While not perfect,
we are operating well and
our city is thriving, ranking
in the top 15 out of over 200
municipalities our size.  We
have rectified personnel
shortages and, increased
pay for first responders.

 11a. Honest conversations
about race need to happen
throughout the city and
people need to be willing to
be honest about their
thoughts and beliefs and be
willing to gain understand-
ings and acceptance of
other people.

12. We need to have con-
versations with unhoused.
We need to explore what
other cities have done and
are doing to meet chal-
lenges in unhoused com-
munities.

13.
How do changes impact
health, sustainability of city/
infrastructure? …has to be
considered with proposed
changes.

a. Refused to answer.
b. Refused to answer.
c. Refused to answer.

14. How do changes impact
health, sustainability of city/
infrastructure? …has to be
considered with proposed
changes.
a. Refused to answer.

b. Refused to answer.
c. Refused to answer.

d. Refused to answer.

e. Refused to answer.

15. Performing arts adds to
health of community and
enhances economy, but we
should explore multiple av-
enues of funding.

16. Refused to answer.

17. I believe the Burlington
Police Department has
worked to be a more posi-
tive presence in Burlington
and there continues to be a
need for improvement.  As
a community, we must find
ways to improve overall
community engagement
with each other in order to
work with the BPD to in-
crease safety.

18. See response for #17.

19. If Burlington’s Black
Leaders and Black pastors
have expressed concerns,
the city should hear those
concerns and work with
leaders to make a difference
throughout our city.

20. The BPD should take
the lead on this conversa-
tion, not the Sheriff’s Dept.

21. CPAT has worked, con-
tinues to work asking ques-
tions to help BPD consider
various perspectives from
community.  The CPAT
helps build bridge between
communities and BPD.

22. The very short council
meetings that could have
better engaged the commu-
nity or conducted in a way
that better honors the time
of the staff, council and com-
munity.
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