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Questions

Questionnaire for Candidates for Burlington Mayor and City Council,
General Election, November 4, 2025

Ian
Baltutis

Beth
Kennett

Harold
Owen

Ronnie K.
Wall

Donna M.
Vanhook

Jeffrey
Smythe

1.  Too high.

1a. The rate should be
set only after a thor-
ough budget review to
eliminate waste and
ensure the city is oper-
ating efficiently. It must
be based on a respon-
sible process, not prom-
ises.
3. The current council
failed to explore all fund-
ing options. We must
use a full suite of finan-
cial tools to spread costs
over the life of these
assets and align them
with the future tax base
that benefits. Combined
with federal grants and
a data-driven CIP, we
can protect current tax-
payers.

3a. No.

 4. None. The city must
first prove it can respon-
sibly manage the cur-
rent bonds. Any future
referendums must be
guided by a compre-
hensive Capital Im-
provement Plan.
5. Support.

6. Oppose.

7. Yes.

7a. 7 (including the
Mayor).
8. My primary respon-
sibility is to all Burlington
residents, not a political
party. However, effec-
tive local leadership re-
quires advocating for
our city’s interests in
Raleigh and Washing-
ton. I will weigh in on
partisan issues when
they directly impact
Burlington’s funding, in-
frastructure, and ability
to deliver essential ser-
vices.
9. Yes.

9a. For.

10. Support.

10a. Support.

10b. My focus is on in-
centives that create last-
ing public value. This
means leveraging city
investments in public
infrastructure, roads,
water, sewer, and
safety, to support
growth. I also support
performance-based tax
rebates, which provide
a tangible return to tax-
payers and are only
granted after a com-
pany meets its job prom-
ises.
11. The system pro-
vides an essential ser-
vice but is inefficient with
long wait times. I pro-
pose integrating our
system with ACTA’s, le-
veraging the new
NCDOT on-demand
transit grant funding.
This creates a more ef-
ficient, seamless net-
work, improving ser-
vice for more people
while maximizing the
value of tax dollars.

11a. Long-term sus-
tainability comes from
replacing costly, under-
used fixed routes with
flexible, grant-funded
on-demand service.
This better matches re-
sources to actual rider-
ship, lowering per-rider
costs.

Tax rate, spending, fund balance
1. Is Burlington’s tax rate too high, too low, or
about right?

1a. At what level (cents per $100 valuation) should
the city’s tax rate be set?

[FOR QUESTION 2, SEE PAGE 15]

3. In 2024, Burlington voters approved two bond
referendum packages – one for parks and recre-
ation ($47 million) and another for  street and
sidewalk improvements ($21.5 million).  The esti-
mated financial impact on property owners from
the two ballot questions was estimated at the time
to be an increased annual tax bill of $57.00 per
$100,000 valuation.  What, if anything, can or
should be done to reduce, or offset, this increased
tax impact on homeowners and other property
owners?  [50 word limit]

3a. Will you support whatever property tax rate
increases are necessary to implement these bond
issues?

4. What, if any, additional issues do you anticipate
will need to be put before voters in a bond refer-
endum during your term? [25 word limit]

Council terms, elections
5. In some N.C. cities, city council races are held
based on geographic areas or districts, often re-
ferred to as “wards,” within the city. Would you
support or oppose a move toward city council
elections based on ward, or district, representa-
tion?
6. In some N.C. cities, city council and mayoral
candidates run for office on a partisan basis, rather
than, as in Burlington, on a non-partisan basis.
Would you support or oppose a move toward
elections in Burlington based on political party?
7. Would you favor expanding the number of
members on the city council?
7a. If so, to what number?

8. As a member of a non-partisan city council, how
much, if at all, do you believe you should become
involved in partisan elections and/or partisan po-
litical issues? [50 word limit]

Policy Issues
9. Some North Carolina cities have adopted ordi-
nances in recent years that seek to ban discrimi-
nation within their jurisdictions based on sexual
orientation (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer people) in public accom-
modations and employment.  Does Burlington
need such an ordinance?
9a. Would you vote for or against such an ordi-
nance?
10. In general, do you support or oppose using
taxpayer money as an incentive to attract industry
to Burlington?
10a. In general, do you support or oppose using
taxpayer money as an incentive to keep existing
industries in Burlington?
10b. If support (for either #10 or 10a), what types
of incentive(s) would you advocate? [50 words or
less]

11. How do you assess the operation of
Burlington’s bus system?  [50 word limit]

11a.  Specifically, how is the bus system going to
be financially sustainable in the long term? [25
word limit]

1.  About right.

1a. No response.

 3. It is a lot of monies I
do not think residents
bargained for or the
council planned for ap-
propriately; at this time,
I am [not] sure what can
be done but may have
some input while in of-
fice.

3a. No.

4. No response.

5. Support.

6. Support.

7. Yes.

7a. 7.

8. Not at all.

9. No.

9a. Against.

10. Support.

10a. No response.

10b. We need to im-
prove infrastructure to
attract new industries.
East Burlington is lack-
ing decades of infra-
structure improvements
to attract healthy ameni-
ties. To address food
insecurity a city-man-
aged grocery store
may be an option.

11. Improvements are
being discussed like a
substation in East
Burlington. Some stops
could use a shelter. A
resident at Beaumont
Apartments recently
shared with me a need
for a shelter there. I
have heard some
people mention wait
time as a challenge.
Hopefully, the new
county ACTA services
will help with appoint-
ments.
11a.  I think this is now
under consideration
and I reserve comment
until I further research
the topic.

1.  Too high; increases
were substantial and a
hardship for many; and
too low due to poor
planning, the increases
are not enough to meet
the need.
1a. No response.

 3. Unfortunately, our
city leadership has
been reactionary rather
than planning ad-
equately.  As a result,
bond referendums
were approved that are
not adequate to cover
what they were de-
signed to cover.  We will
need to explore vari-
ous avenues of plan-
ning and fund-develop-
ment.

3a. No.

4. I don’t anticipate new
bonds in the next 2
years I will assure we
don’t impose “what-
ever” tax increases but
be fiscally responsible.

5. Support.

6. No response.

7. Yes.

7a.    6 council + Mayor.

8. The priority is to
serve in the non-parti-
san elected capacity.
That does not mean that
one would need to re-
voke their political affili-
ation. Municipal issues
are nonpartisan; creat-
ing safe and livable
communities requires
working together
across divides to
achieve this goal.

9. No. Burlington has
non-discrimination poli-
cies in place, we need
to live by them.

9a. For.

10. Support.

10a. Support.

10b. I would support
utilizing tax incentives
that benefit the residents
of Burlington. When
you develop a strate-
gic plan incentives can
be helpful but when in-
centives are offered we
must hold industry ac-
countable by requiring
a living wage and full
time employment op-
portunities.

11. We have a public
transit system that is
providing a needed re-
source for our commu-
nity. We must create a
plan with goals for use
and regular assess-
ment on utilization and
accessibility in relation
to use and need in the
community.

11a. Increase aware-
ness and use of the sys-
tem.  We have this re-
source; we must pro-
mote and use it and
work for outside grants
to maintain it.

1. About right.

1a. $0.4836.

3. Yes, the voters ap-
proved the general ob-
ligation bond packages
in 2024. It could in-
crease the tax rate by
5%.

3a.I would oppose a
5% increase, but some
kind of tax increase will
be required to fulfill the
bonds.
4. None.

5. Oppose.

6. Oppose.

7. No.

7a. N.A.

8. We should not en-
gage in partisan politi-
cal issues. Partisan po-
litical issues and elec-
tions have no place in
our city elections.

9. No. The North Caro-
lina Equal Em-ployment
Act addresses discrimi-
nation.

9a. Against.

10.Support.

10a. Support.

10b. Incentives that cre-
ate value, such as rev-
enue growth, additional
jobs, and higher
wages. Grants from
state and federal
sources can also pro-
vide incentives.

11. Good ridership
growth and being con-
sistent with serving a
particular segment of the
population. The bus
system fills a void for
those who don’t have
transportation.

11a US DOT pays
80% of all local capital
costs; operation costs
are split 50-50 between
the federal/local
governments. Without
this support, the bus
system would not exist.

1. About right.

1a. .48  to .52

3. Ensure that: 1.
Project costs remain
within the approved
budget. 2. The project
scope does not expand
beyond the original
goals. 3. Timelines are
maintained to avoid po-
tential cost increases
due to inflation or de-
lays. City staff should
provide monthly re-
ports to the city council
detailing financial status,
project timelines, and
any proposed scope
changes.
3a.Yes.

4. Expand water and
sewer infrastructure to
support economic
growth, leading to in-
creased job opportuni-
ties and a stronger tax
base.

5. Oppose.

6. Oppose.

7. Yes.

 7a. 7.

8. As a member of a
nonpartisan council, I
do not participate in
partisan politics at the
local, state, or federal
level. However, I do
take the time to educate
myself on candidates’
platforms in partisan
races so I can make in-
formed voting deci-
sions.

9. No.

9a. For.

10. Support.

10a. Support.

10b.  The incentive
amount should be de-
termined by the level of
private investment in
the project and the
number of new jobs
created within one to
five years of beginning
operations. For existing
businesses, I support
financial incentives for
facility expansions that
result in new job cre-
ation and an increase
in the property tax
base.
11.  The Link Transit
system has proven to
be a successful and af-
fordable transportation
option. Since its launch
in 2016, ridership has
grown from approxi-
mately 49,000 to
137,000 in 2024.

11a. Eighty percent of
the system’s capital ex-
penses are funded by
the U.S. Department of
Transportation, with the
state and city each con-
tributing 10%.

1. About right.

1a. No response.

 3. Careful supervision
of construction to avoid
cost escalations, addi-
tional business devel-
opment to increase
overall tax income from
existing property and
sales taxes.

3a.Yes. The people
voted and the city must
pay our debts.

4. None. I will evaluate
any proposals that are
presented and respect
the right of the people
to vote for action.

5. Oppose. Our exist-
ing system works well.

6. Oppose.

7. No.

7a. N.A.

8. In NC I have been
unaffiliated and choose
to stay that way.  As a
council, we should not
be involved.  As a citi-
zen, I may privately
support the candidates
of my choosing.  I
should not use my po-
sition to amplify my
voice.

9. No.  State and US
constitution protects
these rights.

9a. Against.

10. Support-within
guidelines.

10a. Support within
guidelines

10b. Limited reductions
in sales tax and prop-
erty tax that have clear
ending dates, only
when the business
meets set employment
benchmarks.

11. Adequate.  The
system has added side-
walks in many places
using mostly federal tax
money and allows folks
without a vehicle safer
access to work, food
and medicine.

11a. I don’t currently
know enough about the
system to provide an
effective answer.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14)
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12. Create partner-
ships with public and
private entities for var-
ied housing types and
multi-use structures and
communities.  Partner
with the Burlington
Community Land Trust.
Convert vacant com-
mercial spaces into af-
fordable living spaces.

12a. Yes.
12b.  No. I do not sup-
port the increase to
property taxes without
a clear plan of devel-
opment and benefit to
the city and our resi-
dents.
13. Burlington has a
history of racial violence
and segregation. We
must be honest about
our history to learn from
it, discover where harm
and healing has taken
place bringing these
lessons to the present
as we move to create a
future where all are
seen and heard.

13a.  We must work at
making certain we are
always treating others
in the same manner that
we want to be treated.
As a city, and as indi-
viduals, we must al-
ways seek to better un-
derstand who we are
and build relationships
that help us to engage
a different perspective
from ourselves.

14. When we develop
a good strategic plan,
we anticipate these
needs and are not hit
by these bills all at once
but plan for them.

14a. A development
plan should be put in
place to assess possi-
bilities that look at cre-
ative solutions that work
with public and private
partnerships.

14b. As a city grows,
there should be more
resources to meet the
needs of the city.

15. No response.

16.Crime is a concern
throughout our county
and Burlington. Listen-
ing and talking with resi-
dents in partnership
with city staff and law
enforcement creates
plans to make our city
safe for all. When resi-
dents and police offic-
ers build relationships,
everyone in our city
feels safer and con-
nected.

17. Providing greater
opportunities for city
residents, youth and
adults, to engage in ac-
tivities and meet the
needs of our residents
is an easy first step.

18. I know many of the
black leaders and pas-
tors in our community. I
will continue to engage
in these relationships
and with these leaders
as well as leaders of all
races and cultures to
work together to create
a Burlington that listens
to and works for all its
citizens.

19. Oppose.

12. We should focus on
Public, Private, and
Partnership initiatives to
address affordable
housing needs. The
city currently appro-
priates the federal dol-
lars it receives for pri-
vate investment to de-
velopers-for example,
Community Develop-
ment Block Grants and
Home Funds. I am not
in favor of using prop-
erty tax dollars for af-
fordable housing.
12a. No.
12b. No.

13. The city should al-
ways be engaged in
community outreach
initiatives [to] assess
racial climate/race rela-
tions. I believe the race
relations have im-
proved as the various
cultures have inte-
grated into our commu-
nity.

13a. The city has poli-
cies in place to hire on
merit. I would like to see
more minority members
on our city advisory
boards and commis-
sions. This would help
with better input and
areas of improvement.
We should always be
transparent and en-
gage in meaningful con-
versations to address
real issues.

14. The study forecast
needs for the next 5-25
years. As Burlington
grows (west, south),
we will need to plan for
the future in that area.

14a.Burlington will
need to plan financially,
putting money back
each fiscal year in
preparation for con-
struction, equipment,
and staffing. The other
option is floating bonds.

14b. Answered in 14a.

15.More

16. Burlington is safer
today than it was in the
last 5 years. Crime is
down substantially in
Burlington. Violent
crime is down signifi-
cantly city-wide. 40%
reduction in violent
crime. Aggra-vated as-
saults, down 45%
which includes
shootings. Property
crime is down by 25%.
Police response time
has been superb.
17. Gang members are
routinely arrested, and
successfully prose-
cuted. Criminal street
gang activity will never
be tolerated. Graffiti
must be removed imme-
diately, and of-fenders
charged.
18. Being fully staffed
should help this situa-
tion. Black community
leaders have been
great partners working
with the PD to improve
safety. Officers are
highly respected and
work closely with the
Black community, in-
cluding community out-
reach at the Mor-
rowtown Community
Garden and crime pre-
vention efforts in neigh-
borhoods.
19. Oppose.

12. What, if anything, can the city do to encourage
“affordable housing”? [50-word limit]

12a./b. Are you willing to a. spend city tax dollars
and, if necessary, b. raise property taxes, in or-
der to have the city more involved in the issue?

13. How do you assess Burlington’s racial cli-
mate/race relations? [50-word limit]

13a. What, if any, city policies should be changed
or adopted to improve the racial climate/race rela-
tions in the city? [50 word limit]

Fire department
14. Recently, the city council heard a presentation
from a consultant hired by the city who recom-
mended three additional fire stations be built in the
city (in addition to the six now existing). The
consultant’s estimated cost for these additional sta-
tions was put at $10-$12 million each. How many
of these stations do you believe are necessary?
[25 word limit]

14a. How would you envision paying to construct
new stations? [25 word limit]

14b. Additionally, there would likely be additional
personnel and equipment (fire trucks, etc.) needed
for each additional station.  How would you pro-
pose to pay for these additional expenses?  [25
word limit]

Law Enforcement
15. In general, do you support more, the same,
or less funding for Burlington’s police department?
16. Some citizens continue to express concerns
about shootings, especially on the east side of the
city.   What is your own assessment of Burlington’s
crime rate and trends, and how well are Burlington
police responding to violent crime? [50 word limit]

17. What, if anything, should the city do to reduce
the threat of gangs, and the graffiti they paint in
some areas of the city?  [25-word limit]

18.  In the past, some of Burlington’s black leaders
and black pastors have expressed concerns
about what they have considered to be an inad-
equate police patrol presence in east Burlington.
Give your assessment of the current status of po-
licing and police relationships in black communi-
ties of the city. [50 word limit]

19. In the past, sheriff Terry Johnson has sug-
gested that Burlington should consider establish-
ing a police substation on the east side of the city,
and he has volunteered that he would contribute
two deputies to being a part of the staffing there.
Would you support or oppose the idea of the city
establishing a police substation in east Burlington?

12. The city’s most ef-
fective role is to reduce
regulatory barriers that
drive up costs. By re-
forming our outdated
zoning code and cutting
red tape, we can en-
courage the market to
build a wider variety of
housing options, in-
creasing the overall
supply and creating
more attainable homes
for our workforce.

12a. Yes.
12b. No.

13. Burlington is a com-
munity of good people,
but like many cities, we
have work to do. Our
goal should be to con-
stantly strive for better
understanding and
trust. There is a real
opportunity for growth
and to ensure every
resident feels truly val-
ued and part of our
city’s success.

13a.  Policy must focus
on creating fair access
and opportunity. I will
champion district-based
representation for direct
accountability and a
data-driven Capital Im-
provement Plan to en-
sure equitable invest-
ment in all neighbor-
hoods. Fair, transpar-
ent access to city con-
tracts for all local busi-
nesses is also essential
to building shared pros-
perity.

14. The number de-
pends on smarter plan-
ning. Better street con-
nectivity improves re-
sponse times, which
can reduce the need for
expensive new sta-
tions. A CIP must ana-
lyze this.
 14a. If any stations are
truly needed after a real
analysis, a well-
planned bond is the
proper tool. The previ-
ous council botched that
opportunity.

14b. We must prioritize
smarter, less expen-
sive safety investments
now. This allows future
needs to be funded by
an expanded tax base,
not by burdening cur-
rent taxpayers.
15. The same.

16. Our police are re-
sponding profession-
ally to violent crime.
However, lasting safety
requires a dual ap-
proach: supporting law
enforcement while also
making smart, long-
term investments in
positive opportunities
for our youth. This is
the most effective way
to ensure a safe com-
munity for every family.

17. We need a two-
pronged strategy: tar-
geted enforcement
against criminal activity,
and proactive commu-
nity partnerships to pro-
vide positive alterna-
tives and opportunities
for our youth.
18. Past concerns have
been legitimate, and
trust must be continu-
ously earned. Progress
has been made
through community po-
licing efforts, but the
work is ongoing. I will
support our police in
strengthening these re-
lationships through
transparency, account-
ability, and consistent,
positive engagement in
every single neighbor-
hood.
19. Oppose.

12. Each year,
Burlington applies for
federal housing grants,
which are combined
with private investment
to support the develop-
ment of affordable
single-family and multi-
family housing. The
Burlington City Council
has approved the Uni-
fied Development Ordi-
nances to promote af-
fordable housing, in-
cluding provisions that
allow for higher-density
development.
12a. No.
12b. No.

13.  Burlington fosters
an inclusive and wel-
coming community.  I
believe ongoing en-
gagement, education,
and community pro-
grams are key to con-
tinuing to improve race
relations and ensuring
that every resident feels
valued and included.

13a.  Further research
on relevant policies
would be necessary to
provide a fully informed
response. That said, I
support continued im-
provements in city ser-
vices in several key
areas: (1) diversity and
bias training; (2) afford-
able housing initiatives;
(3) community policing
and engagement; (4)
education and youth
programs; and (5) cul-
tural events and cel-
ebrations.
14. After reviewing the
feasibility study, I sup-
port the construction
and operation of one
additional fire station in
Burlington.

14a. A bond package
would be required to
fund the $10–$12 mil-
lion capital expenditure.
Ultimately, Burlington
citizens will decide
whether the city should
move forward with the
project.
14b.The operational
costs for a new fire sta-
tion will be incorporated
into the city’s regular
budget process.

15. The same.

16. According to SBI
crime statistics, Bur-
lington’s overall crime
index has declined
since the COVID years
of 2020 and 2021. The
city saw a decrease in
murder rates from 10 in
2021 to zero in 2023.
Gun violence contin-
ues to be a top priority
for the Burlington Po-
lice Department, and
community involvement
is essential.
17.  Most gang activity
begins in middle and
high schools, making it
essential for Burlington
to continue assigning
sworn police officers as
school resource officers
within the school sys-
tem.
18. The majority of
Burlington Police De-
partment resources are
concentrated in histori-
cally Black neighbor-
hoods, which receive
the highest level of pa-
trol. Community in-
volvement is essen-
tial—residents are en-
couraged to take re-
sponsibility and report
any suspected criminal
activity.

19. Support.

12. Apply the current
ordinances in a mean-
ingful way, approve
projects that included a
range of unit size and
density, etc.

12a.Yes, l imited .
12b. No.

13. We continue to be a
city divided along racial
and socioeconomic
lines with real issues
and perceived issues.
We should deal with this
using transparency,
meaningful conversa-
tions and intentional
strategies.

13a.  I do not have an
initial strategy for this.  I
will listen to all ideas and
collaborate with our
community to improve
the outcomes.

14. I have not exam-
ined this issue yet.

14a. I oppose additional
bond referendums at
this time, but will listen
to the evidence if pre-
sented.

14b. We should create
a 10-year plan with a
clear understanding of
all of the costs, to include
inflation.

15. The same.

16. The PD does an
excellent job.  There
are long standing cul-
tural and economic is-
sues that will take all of
us to fix.

17. Use volunteers to
cover the graffiti.  Part-
ner with schools and
churches at a very
young age to involve
children in activities and
learned positive be-
haviors.

18. Some will say ar-
eas are over-policed
and others will say they
are under-policed.
The Community Police
Advisory Team is well
positioned to provide
guidance in this area.

19. Oppose.   Cops sit-
ting in a building does
not impact crime. This
deserves a full discus-
sion.

12. Collaborate with
nonprofits to invest in
community land trusts,
rental support,  incen-
tives for developers to
construct quality afford-
able units.

12a. Yes.
12b. Yes.

13. I reserve com-
ment,but will state fortu-
nately, there are re-
sources to develop re-
lationship building in
race relations available
in the county to persons
willing to participate. I
was one of the first par-
ticipants in the Impact
Alamance ACRE pro-
gram. I have received
racial equity training in
this county and
Chatham county’s ser-
vices.
13a.  Invest in racial
equity training for staff
or encourage partici-
pation in Impact
Alamance Alamance
County Racial Equity
Collaborative (ACRE)
program.

14.  I need to do more
research on this.

14a. No response.

14b. No response.

15. The same.

16.There are shootings
in various locations in
Burlington; however,
more policing may not
be an only viable op-
tion to decrease gun
violence. I am a former
law enforcement officer
trained in the past few
years to develop vio-
lence prevention pro-
gramming.

17.  Provide activities
and services needed;
invest in young people;
ask them what they
need to improve their
circumstances or con-
ditions in which they
live.

18. I am a Black faith
leader who will work
with the police depart-
ment to assess how
Black and Brown popu-
lations can feel safe
while building trust with
it. I am a Black commu-
nity leader who has
worked closely and ef-
fectively with BPD.
Some things can be im-
proved. We can col-
laborate to make it bet-
ter.

19. Oppose.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

(Continued  from  page 11)




