Questionnaire for Candidates for Sheriff,

November 3, 2026 General Election
(Voters may vote for 1)

Questions
Funding/Priorities/Staffing
1.Does the Alamance County sheriff's office (ACSO) receive suffi-
cient funding from the county commissioners?
Ta. If not, which areas should get additional funding? [25 word limi]

2. Are current salaries and benefits adequate to attract and retain the
best and brightest employees to the ACSO?

2a. If no, what would you do to improve wages and benefits? [25
word limit]

2b. What strategies, if any, other than improving wages and benefits,
would help attract and retain the best and brightest employees? [25
word limit]

3. Isthere a need for more diversity within the ranks of the sheriff's
office?

3a. If yes, how would you propose to achieve more diversity? [25
word limit]

4. In setting a priority in making personnel decisions between diver-
sity and experience, which is more important?

4a. Why? [25 word limit]

Local policies

5. Would having one or more additional sheriff's offices, or substa-
tions, be a worthwhile endeavor in one or more rural areas of the
county? [25-word limit]

5a.l f so, where would you prioritize putting one (or more)? [25-
word limit]

6. How much of a problem with crime are illegal aliens within Alamance
County? [50 word limit]

7. Ifthe Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency (ICE) were
to undertake any operations to remove criminal illegal aliens in
Alamance County, would you support or oppose such efforts?

8. Would you be willing to have sheriff's deputies assist ICE in:

a. Locating individuals sought by ICE?

b. Turning over criminal aliens who might be jailed in the Alamance
County Detention Center?

Law Enforcement

9. Over the past several years, the county's commissioners have
attempted to deal with a rather persistent shortage of jailers in the
Alamance County Detention Center. What can the county/sheriff's
office do to improve recruitment and retention of jail employees? [25
word limit]

Terry S. Johnson
1. No.

1a. Due to overcrowding, our
Detention Center must be ex-
panded. Our inmates are human
beings and should not have to

sleep onthe floors of our deten-
tion facility.

2. No.

2a. | will continue to work with
our commissioners to make our
employee salaries comparable
with surrounding law enforce-
ment agencies.

2b. With support from our com-
missioners, we will provide our
employees with the best pos-
sible training to be able to per-
form our job that our citizens
deserve and expect.

3. No.

3a. While the Sheriff's Office is
already diverse, we will continue
to enhance diversity with pro-
active recruiting to attract the
best qualified applicants.

4. Experience.

4a. Both are very important,
however, experience is needed
because of the dangers our de-
tention officers and deputies face
each day.

5.Yes. We already have one in
Green Level which enhances
coverage onthe northside. This
is paid for by Green Level.

5a. We previously operated one
in the village of Alamance and
recognize the need to have one
that will enhance the patrol cov-
erage on the southside.

6. Major. llegal alien cartels,
Tren de Aragua and remnants
of Sinaloa have settled in north-
ern Alamance County, in and
around Green Level and the city
of Burlington. This is a major
problem due to drug trafficking
andrelated crimes.

7. Support.

8a. Yes
8b. Yes.

9. Recruitment of detention offic-
ers was more successful when
funding for sign-on bonuses
were available. Many similar
agencies across NC are hav-
ing the same problem.

Shannon Long
1. Yes.

Ta.N.A.

2. Yes,
Z2a.N.A.

2b. Improve workplace culture,
career development, training,
fair promotions, employee rec-
ognition, and accountable lead-
ership.

3. Yes.

3a. Expand recruitment partner-
ships, eliminate unnecessary
barriers, ensure fair promotions,
and recruit throughout our di-
verse communities.

4. Experience.

4a. Experience and qualifica-
tions must guide personnel de-
cisions while ensuring everyone
receives equal opportunity and
consideration.

5. Yes. A substation is highly
worthwhile if a specific rural pocket
has seen a sharp increase in
population or crime that justifies a
permanent footprint.

5a. Underserved rural areas
identified through response-time,
call-volume, population-growth,
and public-safety data. Study
the statistical data for the county
thatrelates to the crime rate.

6. Minor. Official crime data does
not show that undocumented im-
migrants are a major source of
violent crime in Alamance
County. The U.S. Department
of Justice and civil rights organi-
zations state that empirical evi-
dence linking the local immigrant
community to elevated crime
ratesis lacking, noting instead a
history of targeting residents for
minor infractions.

7. Support.

8a. No.
8b. Yes.

9. Competitive compensation,
improved working conditions,
adequate staffing, professional
development, recognition, build
morale, and advancement op-
portunities.
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Questions

10. There has been periodic discussion about whether the former
Prison Unit (sometimes referred to as the "prison farm”) in Graham
should be renovated by the county in order to provide room for
auxiliary jail space. Would you support or oppose such a renova-
tion?

10a. In particular, providing additional jail space might free up some
beds in the main jail that could allow for restoring the ICE contract that
the sheriff cancelled in 2026 in order to ensure adequate space for
local prisoners. Would you like to see a restoration of the ICE jail
contractunder those circumstances?

11. Alternatively, does the Detention Center need to be expanded?
[25 word limit]

12. Some cities and counties across the state have adopted policies
to use Flock cameras in their jurisdictions, primarily as license plate
readers. Locally, Burlington and Graham use such cameras for that
purpose. Do you think Flock cameras would be a useful in Alamance
County's non-incorporated areas (i.e., those in the sheriff's jurisdic-
tion, not within any municipality)?

12a. Why or why not? [25 word limit]

13. How has bail reform, specifically "cashless bail," impacted law
enforcementin Alamance County? [50 word limit]

13a. What changes, if any, would you recommend? [25 word limit]

14. There seems to be an increase in both the number and serious-
ness of crimes committed by juveniles in recent years. What, if
anything, would you recommend to address this issue? [50 word
fimi]

14a. Specifically, should juveniles charged with gun and car thefts,
random shootings, etc. be tried in juvenile court or have their cases
transferred to superior court?

14b. Why? [25 word limit]

15. What is your assessment of the safety of Alamance-Burlington
schools, even after the school system's addition of school resource
officers (SROs) at each school? [50 word limit]

15a. There have also been suggestions that at least some schools
might need more than one SRO. Do you agree or disagree with
making that a priority?

16. Are there any current laws or local ordinances on the books that
you would not enforce, or seek to minimize, over the next four years?
Statewide Public Policy Issues

17. Please outline your views on what, if any, restrictions on hand-
gun ownership and use you would favor at the state level? (50 word
fimit)

17a. In particular, would you support or oppose a ban on assault-
style weapons?

17b. Would you support or oppose raising the minimum age for gun
purchases in North Carolina?

17¢. Would you support or oppose expanding North Carolina’s gun
permit laws to apply to weapons beyond handguns?

18. Some states have moved toward legalizing marijuana — some
for medical purposes, others for small quantities for personal use.
From a law enforcement perspective, please explain your position
on whether North Carolina should legalize marijuana use in any
fashion. [50 word limit]

Summary
19. During the next four years, what would be your top priorities as
sheriff? [50 word limit]

20. What about your background or experience makes you more
qualified to serve than your opponent? [50 word limit]

21. What issue(s) do you believe are most misunderstood or misrep-
resented about you, your campaign platform, or record? [75 word
fimif]

Terry S. Johnson

10. Support.

10a. Support.

11. Yes. Upfitting the old NC
prison unit will be much less ex-
pensive than building a new
detention center.

12. No.

12a. Flock cameras can be a
useful Law Enforcement tool
when data and use are prop-
erly monitored and regulated.

13. We no longer see cashless
bail in our county.

13a. No one should be released
on cashless bail. This means by
just signing their name that they
are released with "no strings at-
tached.”"

14. We must address the root
cause of the increase in what
we believe are the most effec-
tive prevention efforts; mentoring
initiatives, after-school pro-
grams, family strengthening ser-
vices and youth leadership de-
velopment,

14a. Transferred to Superior
Court.

14b. Much depends on the age
of Juveniles. Courts can pros-
ecute 16-17 year olds in Supe-
rior Court for class A-E Felonies,
adult courts can prosecute age
13+

15. We recently launched NC's
first unified law enforcement
school safety project, a compre-
hensive initiative designed to
strengthen the standardized law
enforcement response to active
shooter and emergency situa-
tions across all county school
campuses.

15a. Agree.

16. No, | took an oath with my
hand on the holy Bible to up-
hold all laws regardless rather |
agree with them or not.
17.1am a proponent of the 2nd
amendment. However, no felon
should possess a firearm. Hand-
gun carriers should go through
proper training and should pass
detailed background and men-
tal health checks.

17a. Oppose.

17b. Oppose.
17¢. Oppose.

18. Absolutely not, in my 53
years of law enforcement expe-
rience, | have found marijuana
to be a gateway drug to more,
dangerous ones that are killing
our citizens and ruining our
country.

19. Focus on mental health is-
sues by enhancing programs
with the diversion center, RHA,
further development of positive
juvenile programs focusing on
parental involvement and lead-
ership development and con-
tinue to lead with honor, profes-
sionalism, and integity.

20. 53 years of Law Enforce-
ment experience: serving as a
deputy sheriff, a special agent
with the SBI and sheriff for 23
years. | have a track record of
being tough on crime and
proven leadership as sheriff.

21. | care deeply for our citizens
and the future of our children.
My ability to continue to serve
as the sheriffis just as strong to-
day, if not stronger, as it was
when | was first elected to take
office.

Shannon Long

10. Support.

10a. Oppose.

11. Yes, only if the expansion
can be accommodated with com-
prehensive needs, staffing, cost,
and long-term population as-
sessmentfirst.

12.Yes.

12a. They can assist investiga-
tions and locate wanted vehicles
when governed by strong pri-
vacy and accountability policies.
But privacy rights must be pro-
tected by building limits into the
system.

13. Bail reform in Alamance
County has fundamentally shifted
how local law enforcement man-
ages jail resources, handles
pretrial detentions, and navi-
gates changing state mandates.
13a. Prioritize public safety, ju-
dicial discretion, court appear-
ances, individual risk assess-
ments, and constitutional due
process.

14. Combine accountability with
prevention, parental engage-
ment, mentoring, school part-
nerships, intervention, and tar-
geted enforcement.

14a. No response.

14b. Follow North Carolina law
and judicially determined trans-
fer procedures. Serious violent
offenses require accountability
and each offense should be
presented as such.

15. All schools need better cov-
erage when it comes to safety.
SRO coverage strengthens
safety, but staffing, training, pre-
vention, communication, and
threat assessment require con-
tinuous evaluation.

15a. Agree.

16. No. | will enforce lawful stat-
utes and ordinances consistent
with constitutional rights and pro-
fessional discretion.

17. | believe in protecting lawful
gun ownership while support-
ing responsible storage, back-
ground safeguards, training, red
flag gun laws, and enforcement
against criminal misuse.

17a. Oppose.
17b. Oppose.
17¢. Oppose.

18. As sheriff, my responsibility
would be to enforce the law fairly
and professionally. Decisions
about legalization belong to the
legislature and voters. | would
focus on public safety, address
impaired driving and illegal dis-
tribution, and treat people with
dignity.

19. Service to the people of
Alamance County. Protection,
professionalism, accreditation,
employee retention, school
safety, community trust, officer
trust, fiscal accountability, trans-
parency, modernization, equal
accountability, and People over
Politics.

20. My qualities combining law-
enforcement experience with
leadership, pastoral, youth, re-
entry, and community leadership
& engagement, management,
initiative and proposing a differ-
ent direction for the office/county
makes me qualified. While length
of service shouldn't be over-
looked, it does not equate to
strong leadership, character, in-
tegrity, transparency, and pro-
fessionalism.

21. People may mistake my
community-centered, second-
chance approach for being "soft"
on crime. | connect prevention,
mental-health response, de-es-
calation, and re-entry with pub-
lic safety; accountability and re-
habilitation can work together
through partnerships that pro-
tect people and treat everyone
fairly. My reserve status does
not erase my law-enforcement
experience or service in schools,
jails, prisons, and households
across the county/state. | will lead
professionally and transparently,
listen first, assess the agency,
make evidence-based deci-
sions, and not indiscriminate fir-
ings.



